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Dear  Reader,

On behal f  of  the  Internat iona l  Summer 
School  ( ISS,  www. issnewdelh i . in) ,  I  am 
pleased to  share  wi th you th is  year ’s  
vers ion of  ‘Br idg e s ’ ,  our  annual  
e-magaz ine that  provides  h ighl ights
from the recent ly  concluded sess ion of  
the  2018 sess ion.

Off ic ia l ly,  the  ISS takes  p lace  under  the  
banner  of  the  Government ’s  Incredib le  
India  campaign.  A not ion in  Sanskr i t  
which i s  ver y  much l inked to th is  
campaign i s  that  of  ‘At i th i  De vo  Bhav -
ah ’ ,which can be t rans la ted as  ‘Cons id e r  
th e  Gues t  a s  God ’ .  The hospi ta l i ty  which 
was  extended to the s tudents  in  the i r  
capac i ty  as  representat ives  of  the i r  
respect ive  countr ies  as  wel l  as  of  the i r
inst i tut ions  was  ver y  much in  l ine  wi th 
th is  not ion.

As th is  magaz ine wi l l  show,  the  ISS 
offers  i t s  s tudents  a  p la t for m to engage 
in  f r iendships  that  wi l l  l as t  long af ter  
the  prog ram is  over.  

These  f r iendships  amongst  indiv idua ls  
wi th the potent ia l  to  become future  
leaders  wi l l  go a  long way towards  the 
foster ing of  internat iona l  goodwi l l  and 
cul tura l  understanding for  the  next  
severa l  decades.

I  hope you f ind the t ime to go through 
th is  magaz ine and look forward to  your  
cont inued suppor t !

With war m regards  f rom New Delhi ,
Amjad Al i  Khan

F O R E W O R D  

F R O M  T H E  

D I R E C T O R

A T H I T H I  D E V O  B H A V A H
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OVERVIEW OF THE ISS

The In t e r na t i ona l  Summer  Schoo l ,  New 
De lh i  ( ISS,  www. issnewdelh i . in)  i s  an 
intens ive,  s ix-week academic prog ram 
that  br ings  together  s tudents  f rom 
across  the  wor ld  over  the  course  of  a  
summer in  New Delhi ,  India ’s  capi ta l .  
The prog ram is  convened annual ly  under  
the  banner  of  the  Government ’s  
acc la imed In c r ed ib l e  Ind ia  campaign and 
wi th regular  suppor t  f rom the Mini s t r y  
o f  Ext e r na l  Af fa i r s  over  the  years.

The 2018 sess ion of  the  prog ram took 
p lace  f rom Sunday 23 June to  Fr iday  3  
August  a t  the  Nehru  Memor ia l  Museum & 
Librar y  which i s  located ins ide  the h is -
tor ic  Teen Mur t i  House,  the  off ic ia l  
res idence of  India ’s  f i r s t  Pr ime Minis ter.   
Past  ISS sess ions  between 2013 & 2017 
have successfu l ly  taken p lace  a t  the  
Jawahar la l  Nehru  Uni v e r s i t y  ( JNU) and 
Jamia  Mi l l i a  I s l amia  -  A Cent ra l  Uni v e r s i t y .

The ISS a ims at  promot ing internat iona l  
goodwi l l  and cross-cu l tura l  d ia logue 
amongst  promis ing young indiv idua ls,  
deve loping the i r  potent ia l  as  future  
leaders  in  government ,  bus iness  and 
c iv i l  soc ie ty ;  wi th  India  as  a  s tudy 
model ,  i t  offers  underg raduate  course  
modules  & exper iences  which introduce 
the s tudents  to  a  range of  i ssues  & 
debates  that  are  shaping contemporar y  
deve loping soc ie t ies.

The s ix-week ISS sess ion has  been d iv id-
ed into two components :

VENUE & PROGRAM STRUCTURE

A f ou r -w e ek  academic sess ion 
that  i s  he ld  in  New Delhi ;  and

An opt iona l  tw o -w e ek  vo lun-
teer  & ser v ice  learn ing expe-
r ience that  i s  pr imar i ly  he ld  
outs ide  Delh i/NCR. 

A

B
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Our course  modules  inc lude :

 1  Democra c y,  Gove r nanc e  & In t e r na t i ona l  Re la t i on s ;

 2 )  Gr owth ,  De v e l opmen t  & Sus ta inab i l i t y ;  

 3  Soc i e t y,  Cu l tu r e  & Her i ta g e ;  and

 4   Innova t i on ,  Te chno l og y  & the  Futur e  o f  Work  (2019 sess ion onwards) .

The facul ty  de l iver ing lectures  as  par t  of  these  modules  are  d is t inguished academics  
f rom inst i tut ions  such as  JNU, Jamia ,  Delh i  Univers i ty,  Ambedkar  Univers i ty,  Ashoka 
Univers i ty,  Shiv  Nadar  Univers i ty,  OP J inda l  Global  Univers i ty  and the South Asian 
Univers i ty,  among others  f rom India  as  wel l  as  overseas.

A f i f th  module,  Ser v i c e  Lear n ing ,  a l lows s tudents  to  engage wi th India  through a  ser ies  
of  workshops,  excurs ions  and a  volunteer  exper ience as  wel l  as  to  bui ld  on the 
knowledge ga ined from the other  three  modules.  

COURSE MODULES
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C O - C U R R I C U L A R  

A C T I V I T I E S

S P E C I A L  I N T E R A C T I O N S ,
H I N D I ,  Y O G A  A N D  
T O U R I S M

The academic sy l labus  a t  the  ISS i s  
supplemented by seminars  scheduled 
throughout  the  prog ram which a l low 
students  to  interact  wi th eminent  
speakers  on topics  that  are  re levant  to  
India .   Moreover,  v i s i t s  to  s i tes  of  h is -
tor ica l  & cul tura l  s ign i f icance are  
p lanned over  the  course  of  the  s ix  
weeks,  inc luding excurs ions  to  Ag ra  and 
Ja ipur,  as  are  introductor y  lessons on 
the Hindi  language and yoga c lasses  in  
par tnership wi th the Morar j i  Desa i  
Nat i ona l  In s t i tu t e  o f  Yoga .

G L O B A L  Y O U T H

C O M M U N I T Y

5 0  C O U N T R I E S  &  
C O U N T I N G  

Since 2013,  the  ISS has  had representa-
t ion from countr ies  such as  Afghanis tan ,  
Austra l ia ,  Austr ia ,  Bangladesh,  Belg ium,  
Bhutan,  Br unei ,  Cambodia ,  China ,  Co-
lombia ,  Denmark ,  F i j i ,  France,  Ger many,  
Hai t i ,  Indones ia ,  I ta ly,  I ran ,  I raq ,  Japan,  
Lao PDR, Lebanon,  Malays ia ,  Maur i t ius,  
Mexico,  Myanmar,  Morocco,  Nepal ,  
Nicaragua ,  Niger ia ,  Norway,  Pakis tan ,  
Pa les t ine,  Paraguay,  the  Phi l ippines,  
S ingapore,  Sr i  Lanka ,  South Afr ica ,  
Switzer land,  Syr ia ,  Ta j ik i s tan ,  Thai land,  
Turkey,  Turkmenis tan ,  the  Uni ted King-
dom (UK),  the  Uni ted States  of  Amer ica  
(USA) ,  Uzbekis tan ,  Vietnam & Yemen,  
in  addi t ion to  s tudents  or ig inat ing f rom 
dif ferent  s ta tes  & reg ions  of  India .  
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I N S T I T U T I O N A L

C O L L A B O R A T I O N S

Many of  these  par t ic ipants  are  or  have 
been s tudents  a t  some of  the  top 
inst i tut ions  of  the  wor ld  wi th which the 
ISS has  for mal  co l laborat ions  and/or  
ar rangements  in  p lace,  wi th  the 
Uni v e r s i t y  o f  Ca l i f o r n ia ,  the  Uni v e r s i t y  o f  
Oxfo rd ,  the  Uni v e r s i t y  o f  Tokyo ,  the  Asian  
Uni v e r s i t y  f o r  Women in  Chi t ta gong ,  the  
Nat iona l  Uni v e r s i t y  o f  S ingapor e ,  the  
Uni v e r s i t y  o f  Ade la id e  and the Roya l  
Uni v e r s i t y  o f  Bhutan  be ing just  a  few 
among them.

The par tnership wi th the Uni v e r s i t y  o f  
Ca l i f o r n ia  (UC) i s  a  par t icu lar ly  
impor tant  one for  the  ISS.   S ince 2014,  
the  ISS and the UC Educat ion Abroad 
Prog ram (UCEAP) have had an 
ag reement  whereby s tudents  f rom across  
a l l  ten campuses  of  the  UC system are  
ab le  to  par t ic ipate  in  the  prog ram whi le  
automat ica l ly  rece iv ing academic credi ts  
amount ing to  12 quar ter/ 8  semester  UC 
uni ts  upon successfu l  complet ion.   This  
i s  a  model  par tnership which has  s ince  
been repl icated wi th some of  the  other  
aforement ioned inst i tut ions  as  wel l .
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Over the years,  apar t  f rom the Mini s t r y  
o f  Ext e r na l  Af fa i r s ,  ent i t ies  such as  the  
ASEAN Sec r e ta r ia t ,  the  High Commis s i on  
o f  Ind ia  i n  Banglade sh  and the Ind ia  
Bhutan  Founda t i on  have provided the i r  
backing to  the ISS by way of  f inanc ia l  
and/ or  other  suppor t .   Such suppor t  
has  taken the for m of  ten annual  
India-ASEAN Goodwi l l  Scholarsh ips  for  
s tudents  represent ing var ious  ASEAN 
Member  States  nat iona ls  as  par t  of  the  
Government  of  India ’s  ‘Act  Eas t  Po l i c y ’ ,  
Indian Student  Visa  fee  waivers,
expedi t ion of  the  v isa  appl icat ion pro-
cess  and a i r fare  for  nat iona ls  f rom spe-
c i f ic  countr ies.

A recent  par tnership that  was  
es tabl i shed between the ISS and the 
Embassy  o f  Mexi c o  has  a l so seen 
cons iderable  success.   As par t  of  i t s  
off ic ia l  mandate,  the  Mexican miss ion in  
New Delhi  conducted a  comprehens ive  
outreach among severa l  h igher  educa-
t iona l  inst i tut ions  across  Mexico in  
order  to  ensure  that  h igh perfor ming 
s tudents  are  ab le  to  par take in  a  unique 
s tudy abroad exper ience in  India .   For  
the 2018 sess ion,  th is  resu l ted in  over  
400 appl icat ions  f rom Mexican s tudents  
and,  eventua l ly,  the  admiss ion of  s ix  of  
them into the prog ram.   For mal  re la -
t ionships  are  now being deve loped wi th 
other  d ip lomat ic  miss ions  in  New Delhi  
so that  the  d ivers i ty  of  the  ISS s tudent  
body can cont inua l ly  be  enr iched.

S T R A T E G I C

P A R T N E R S H I P S

High Commission of India
Dhaka, Bangladesh
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Next  year ’s  sess ion of  the  prog ram wi l l  
be  he ld  f rom Sunday 23 June to  Fr iday  2  
August  2019.   The ISS has  recent ly  
entered into a  par tnership wi th the Esya  
Cen t r e  which wi l l  he lp  wi th the g rowth 
and evolut ion of  the  prog ram whi le  
rece iv ing cont inued guidance f rom i ts  
advisor y  body in  the  for m of  the  
Kaut i l ya  Counc i l .

I S S  I N  2 0 1 9
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HIGHLIGHTS

F R O M  T H E  F I R S T
F O U R  W E E K S



M S .  S U H A S I N I  
H A I D A R  

DIPLOMATIC & STRATEGIC AFFAIRS
EDITOR, THE HINDU

P R O F .  A . K .  
S H I V A  K U M A R   

ADVISOR WITH UNICEF WHO 
TEACHES AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY, 
THE INDIAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
& ASHOKA UNIVERSITY
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A M B A S S A D O R  
T . C . A .  R A G H A V A N  

FORMER HIGH COMMISSIONER
OF INDIA TO PAKISTAN

M R .  W A J A H A T
H A B I B U L L A H

FORMER CHIEF INFORMATION
COMMISSIONER OF INDIA
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START UP INDIA & INVEST
INDIA

M S .  A K A N K S H A
K A P O O R

D R .  W A I E L
A W W A D  &

M R .  S .  V E N K A T
N A R A Y A N

PRESIDENT EMERITUS & 
PRESIDENT, RESPECTIVELY,

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS’ 
CLUB OF SOUTH ASIA
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SECRETARY (HIGHER EDUCATION),
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

M R .  R  
S U B R A H M A N Y A M

M S .  P O O N A M
M U T T R E J A

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
POPULATION FOUNDATION OF INDIA
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J U S T I C E  
M A D A N  B .  L O K U R

HON’BLE JUDGE, SUPREME COURT
OF INDIA

MEMBER, ECONOMIC ADVISORY
COUNCIL TO THE PRIME MINISTER
(GOVERNMENT OF INDIA) & 
RESEARCH DIRECTOR, BROOKINGS
INDIA

D R .  S H A M I K A
R A V I
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M R .  R A J D E E P
S A R D E S A I

CONSULTING EDITOR,
INDIA TODAY

M.P. & CHAIRPERSON,
PARLIAMENTARY STANDING
COMMITTEE ON EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

D R .  S H A S H I  
T H A R O O R
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M R .  S H A K T I
S I N H A

DIRECTOR, NEHRU MEMORIAL
MUSEUM & LIBRARY

WITH MR. SHAMMI GABRIEL

H I N D I  C L A S S E S
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INSTRUCTOR, MORARJI DESAI NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE OF YOGA

Y O G A  C L A S S E S  W I T H
M R .  L A L I T  M A D A A N
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OBSERVER RESEARCH FOUNDATION

W O R K S H O P  S E R I E S
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CEO, COGITO HUB

M R .  K U N A L  S A N D H U
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TRAVELS

N E W  D E L H I
D A Y  O N E



The day began ear ly,  yet  by  the t ime we 
had boarded the bus  f rom the hoste l  a t  
8 :30 ,  i t  was  a l ready above 40°C!  Our t r ip  
began wi th a  v is i t  to  the  iconic  Red 
For t .  As i t  was  s t i l l  ear ly,  the  s i te  was  
re la t ive ly  empty,  and s tudents  captured a  
tas te  of  the  sereni ty  and t ranqui l l i ty  that  
the  res id ing emperors  would have 
enjoyed as  they  wandered the g ardens,  
spectated l ions  and e lephant ,  or  he ld  
cour t  in  the i r  pr ivate  recept ion rooms.  
Up next  was  Raj  Ghat ,  the  memoria l  to  
Mohandas  Gandhi .  Despi te  s i t t ing  in  the  
middle  of  Delh i ,  the  memoria l  i s  peace-
fu l ,  unimposing and humble,  des igned to 
perfect ly  mir ror  the  l i fe  of  the  man i t  
wi l l  forever  remember.  Humayun’s  Tomb 
fol lowed lunch,  where  we were  jo ined by 
Society,  Cul ture,  and Her i tage  Course  
Co-ordinator  Dr.  Ruchika  Shar ma.  

Dr.  Shar ma he lped ident i fy  the  less  
obvious,  but  equa l ly  wondrous features  
of  the  Tomb,  inc luding the inf luences  
of  Mongol ian inter ior  des ign and Per-
s ian landscape gardening ,  as  Humayun’s  
was  the f i rs t  g arden-tomb to appear  on 
the Subcont inent .  Espec ia l ly  en joyable  
was  ident i fy ing the features  of  the  Tomb 
that  would go on to inf luence Huma-
yun’s  g reat -g reat -g randson Shah Jahan,  
inc luding the four-  fo ld  use  of  Pers ian 
gardens,  the  centra l ,  two-roofed dome,  
employ ing water  as  a  medium between 
the g ate  a t  the  tomb,  and the de l iberate  
e levat ion of  the  tomb i tse l f .  We would 
be sure  to  look out  for  those when we 
v is i ted Taj  Mahal  in  two weeks !  We 
f ina l ly  reached the las t  s top of  the  day ;  
the  Lotus  Temple,  rounding off  an 
incredib le  introduct ion to  the c i ty  we 
were  beg inning to  v iew as  home.

21



TRAVELS

N E W  D E L H I
D A Y  T W O
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The day of  our  second Delh i  tour  began 
wi th a  v is i t  to  the  impress ive  s t r ucture  
that  i s  the  Qutub Minar,  the  ta l les t  
minaret  in  the  wor ld .  The s tudents  were  
enchanted by i t s  tower ing he ight  and 
intense  colours  (a l ternat ing shades  of  
red sandstone and marble) ,  and were  
keen to photog raph the minaret  f rom 
ever y  angle,  explor ing the res t  of  the  
s i te  in  the  process.  After  a  g roup photo 
shoot ,  we were  ready for  our  next  dest i -
nat ion:  the  Nat iona l  Ra i l  Museum. We 
were  g ratefu l  for  a  br ief  resp i te  f rom 
the Sun as  we explored the a i r-condi-
t ioned museum, and happier  s t i l l  to  f ind 
interact ive  quizzes  and cha l lenges  ( in-
c luding p lot t ing a  t ra in  route  on an 
interact ive  board)

 to  enter ta in  ourse lves  wi th .  Our next  
s top was  the Nat iona l  Museum, an 
impress ive  s i te  which boasted wonders  
inc luding Buddhis t  ar t ,  pre-h is tor ica l  
ar tefacts  and exquis i te  jewel ler y.  The 
las t  s top of  the  day was  the impress ive  
Akshardham Hindu Temple.  Our f i rs t  
por t  of  ca l l  was  the  temple,  but  before  
we could enter  we had to  remove our  
shoes.  S imple  enough,  you might  th ink ,  
except  that  the  Sun was  beat ing down on 
the f loor  making i t  a lmost  unbearable  to  
touch.  A quick f l i t  to  the  temple  was  in  
order  to  reach the re l ief  of  the  cool  
inter ior.  After  tour ing the ins ide  we 
re laxed in  the  food area  for  some ice  
cream,  popcorn and Gulab Jamun.
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TRAVELS

T A J  M A H A L
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Essay :  “The  Immor ta l i sa t i on  o f  Mumtaz  Maha l”  
by  Samphire  Cass idy  (United Kingdom)

Ar jumand Banu Begum was the th i rd  
wife  to  Shah Jahan,  and h is  most  be lov-
ed.  He gave her  the  name Mumtaz Mahal  
to  mean “Jewel  of  the  Pa lace” and 
bestowed upon her  many wonderfu l  
g i f ts.  I t  was  h is  f ina l  g i f t  to  her  that  has  
succeeded in  car v ing her  name a longs ide  
h is  own into h is tor y.  The Taj  Mahal  was  
commiss ioned in  1631 when Mumtaz 
d ied in  chi ldbir th  and Shah Jahan’s  hear t  
was  broken.  Twenty  thousand workers  
laboured day and n ight  to  bui ld  her  
memoria l ,  and i t  i s  undoubtedly  the  
most  beaut i fu l  bui ld ing I  have ever  seen.  
As India ’s  most  famous her i tage  s i te ,  i t  
has  inspired many s tor ies  and myths  and 
at t racted mi l l ions  of  s ightseers,  but  the  
thr i l l  of  exc i tement  we fe l t  had an 
undercur rent  of  uncer ta inty  –  could th is  
s ing le  tomb l ive  up to  the name 
“Wonder” of  the  World?  Bui l t  to  f rame 
the f i rs t  v iewing of  the  Taj  Mahal ,  the  
Darwaza- i  rausa  (“Great  Gate”)  was  a  
work of  ar t  in  i t se l f .  Yet  we bare ly  cas t  
i t  a  second g lance as  we entered into the 
main cour tyard and were  s t r uck speech-
less.  The Taj  Mahal  was  t r u ly  magnif i -
cent .  I  was  s t r uck by the empt iness  of  
the  sky l ine  behind the bui ld ing.  I t  r i ses  
up to  the  heavens and pul l s  the  eye  in .  
Even the c louds seem to fade away 
behind i t .  Photog raphs cannot  do th is  
wonder  jus t ice ;  i t  must  be  wi tnessed.  
The gardens  are  breathtak ing ,and even 
peppered wi th r ippl ing waves  of  
tour is ts,  there  was  a  sereni ty  to  the  

scene that  cannot  be fu l ly  captured in  
words.  We wandered through the 
g ardens,  s topping br ief ly  by  the centra l  
pool  to  pose  for  photog raphs wi th the 
icon.  The c loser  we approached,  the  
more beaut i fu l  i t  became as  the  ornate  
Arabic  inscr ipt ions  and f lora l  des igns  
around each gate  sharpened into focus.  
The smooth ivor y  was  mott led wi th g rey,  
which seemed to be the  only  mark t ime 
had lef t .  Even th is  seemed to add 
personal i ty,  as  i t  g ave the symmetr ica l  
s ides  each a  character.  We crossed the 
marble  s tone to  look out  over  the  
Yamuna River.  There  i s  a  theor y  that  
Shah Jahan was  p lanning to  bui ld  a  
symmetr ica l  tomb across  r iver  in  b lack 
marble.  He was  put  under  house ar res t  
by  h is  son before  the  foundat ions  could 
be f in ished,  so we can only  g aze across  
the  banks  and conjure  up the shadowy 
ant i thes is.  I t ’s  easy  to  see  how the mon-
ument  inspires  legend.  There  i s  a  myth 
that  Shah Jahan cut  off  the  hands of  the  
archi tects  and bui lders  who worked on 
the monument ,  so  that  they may never  
bui ld  something so beaut i fu l  aga in ,  but  
th is  remains  a  s tor y.There  i s  something  
immense ly  va luable  about  the  idea  that  
th is  capt ivat ing monument  was  inspired 
by  love.  I  hope the other  s tudents  shared 
wi th me a  s t r ik ing fee l ing of  wonder  a t  
the  magnif icence of  the  mausoleum,  and 
as  we made  our  wear y  way home,  we  
t reasured the memories  the  day  had 
brought .
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Some of  the  s tudents  dec ided to  venture  
out  of  Delh i  on the Sunday fo l lowing 
our  f i rs t  week of  lectures.  A minibus  
was  h i red and s ix teen s tudents  made the 
three-hour  journey to  Vr indavan,  wi th 
the intent ion of  v is i t ing  Mathura  
af terwards.  After  s leeping most  of  the  
way,  we ar r ived and were  immediate ly  
to ld  to  take off  any g lasses  (because  of  
the  monkeys)  and leave backpacks  on 
the bus.  A r ickety  r ickshaw r ide  to  the 
temple  went  by in  a  b lur  (and not  only  
for  those who had taken the i r  g lasses  
off )  and we were  soon at  our  f i rs t  s top 

of  the  day :  a  crowded Hindu temple.  
The ins ide  of  the  temple  was  crowded 
and noisy,  and i t  i s  fa i r  to  say  that  some 
s tudents  en joyed th is  a tmosphere  more 
than others !  The second g roup came out  
c lutching a  g ar land of  f lowers  that  had 
landed on them in the chaos.  After  th is  
exc i tement ,  we took a  r iver  cr u ise  in  
Mathura .  The v iv id  p ink of  Vishram 
Ghat ,  a  bathhouse and p lace  of  worship,  
s tood out  on the r iverbank amongst  the  
drab bui ld ing of  g rey  and brown and 
seemed to draw us  in .  One temple  
seemed to lead to  another,  and soon we 
were  walk ing barefoot  through the 
s t reets.  Al though our  s tudent-organised 
t r ip  d id  not  perhaps  go as  smoothly  as  
we had hoped,  our  t rave ls  outs ide  of  the  
more comfor table  areas  of  Delh i  
cer ta in ly  opened our  eyes  to  other  
aspects  of  India ,  and we were  ver y  g lad 
(and exhausted ! )  to  have taken the t r ip.  
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A few of  us  dec ided to  be spontaneous 
and leave Delh i  for  a  couple  of  days  to  
v is i t  “The Ci ty  Beaut i fu l”  of  Chandi-
g arh .  Chandigarh i s  the  capi ta l  of  the  
nor thern Indian s ta tes  of  both Punjab 
and Har yana .  The c i ty ’s  inf luence comes 
f rom Swiss-French modernis t  archi tect  
Le Corbus ier,  who des igned many of  the  
bui ld ings.  For  a l l  of  us  i t  was  our  f i rs t  
t ime tak ing a  t ra in  in  India ,  which had 
i t s  down s ides,  a l though i t  was  much 
bet ter  than what  we were  expect ing.  In  
Chandigarh ,  some of  the  p laces  we 
v is i ted were  the Rock Garden,  Sukhna 
Lake and Elante  Mal l .  F inding Chandi-
g arh ver y  Delh i  d i f ferent  to  Delh i  was  
surpr is ing ;  a l l  the  roads  were  s t ra ight  
and ever yth ing was  ver y  c lean .  I t  was  a  
c i ty  that  was  making the effor t  to  keep 
c lean and go g reen.  We a lso went  shop-
ping in  Chandigarh ,  which took us  by 
surpr ise,  as  we d idn’t  expect  the  pr ices  
to  be lower  than Delh i  pr ices.  Because 
of  th is  we took the t ime to shop before  
leav ing !  As the c i ty  was  qui te  smal l  two 
days  was  enough to explore  i t ,  and we 
enjoyed our  t ra in  journey back to  Delh i  
together.

A N A M I K A ,  J A V I E R ,  
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India  has  a  lot  to  see,  so  choos ing on a  
c i ty  to  v is i t  dur ing the weekend was  a  
ver y  hard task :  Varanas i ,  Mumbai ,  
Chennai  were  a l l  amazing choices,  but  
Sara  and I  f ina l ly  set t led on the 
southern c i ty  of  Banga lore  for  i t s  
weather  and i t s  amazing reputat ion 
among loca ls.  We a l l  want  to  escape the 
ra iny  and hot  weather,  don ' t  we?  After  
having a  few hours  of  s leep,  we lef t  the  
hoste l  a t  around 3 am towards  the 
a i rpor t .  In  the  p lane,  Sara  and I  t r ied 
l i tera l ly  a l l  pos i t ions  to  s leep :  s leeping 
on each other ' s  shoulders,  l aps,  leaning

on the window,  but  unfor tunate ly  
nothing rea l ly  worked.  Reaching the 
hote l  a t  around 11am,  we s tar t ing 
d iscover ing the c i ty.  And what  i s  bet ter  
than d iscover ing i t  by  eat ing i t s  food on 
a  banana leaf !  I  can ' t  rea l ly  reca l l  the  
names of  d ishes,  but  I  can remember  
that  I  was  so bad at  eat ing wi th my 
hands that  some s trangers  proposed to 
do th is  on my beha l f !  Then we went  on 
to v is i t  churches  and Hindu temples,  
admir ing the coexis tence and the b ig  
inf luence that  d i f ferent  re l ig ions  have 
on each other.  We a lso v is i ted Cubbon 
Park ,  the  High Cour t  and the State  
Government  House,  a l l  of  which were  
ver y  impress ive,  and pret ty  co lourfu l !  As 
we were  rea l ly  en joy ing the g reener y,  we 
dec ided to  go to  the botanica l  g arden,  
and we went  there  on the crowded 
metro !  A ver y  beaut i fu l  l ake  was  wai t ing 
for  us  there,  but  a l so some weird 
geolog ica l  for mat ions !  A nap at  that  
point  was  wel l  deser ved,  before  
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watching the wor ld  cup 's  f ina l  in  one of  
Banga lore ' s  pubs.

On our  second—and las t—day in  
Banga lore,  we dec ided to  v is i t  
Banga lore ’s  Pa lace,  bui l t  in  1887 by King 
Chamara ja  Wadiyar  and Tudor- inspired .  
Here,  we met  three  s tudents  f rom 
Chennai ’s  Univers i ty,  who recommended 
to us  the  best  s i tes  to  v is i t  in  Banga lore  
and the best  p laces  to  eat  Masa la  Dosa ,  
typ ica l  South Indian food.  After  say ing 
goodbye to  our  new fr iends,  we went  for  
lunch and we had g r i l l ed  vegetables,  
ch icken and shr imps (and even 
water melon because  why not) .  In  the 
af ternoon,  we walked around the c i ty  
and fe l l  in  love wi th i t .  Our favour i te  
p lace  was  what  we ca l led ‘ the  happy 
s t reet ’ ,  where  ever yone was  smi l ing ,  
waving at  us  and just  en joy ing the i r  
t ime.  There  we a lso saw two women,  

beaut i fu l ly  dressed ,  who were  ly ing on 
the f loor  p lay ing a  weird board game 
with she l l s :  Sadir  sa id  that  i t  reminded 
h im of  home,  where  a  s imi lar   g ame i s  
ca l led Bar j i s.  After  tak ing for  the  f i rs t  
t ime a  pre-booked r ickshaw and doing 
some shopping ,  we went  to  our  f ina l  
dest inat ion:  the  ISKCON temple.  Here,  
we took par t  in  a  ceremony but ,  a t  the  
end,  I  mis takenly  drank the coconut  o i l  I  
was  g iven in  the  temple  to  put  on my 
ha i r.  F ina l ly,  we enjoyed the sunset  wi th 
a  beaut i fu l  v iew of  the  c i ty  and went  
back to  the a i rpor t .  Even i f  only  for  a  
weekend,  i t  was  amazing to  exper ience a  
new c i ty  so d i f ferent  f rom Delhi .  Known 
as  the  S i l icon Val ley  of  India ,  
mainta in ing i t s  t rad i t ions  but  looking to  
the future,  Banga lore  g ave us  a  new 
perspect ive  on India  and i t s  process  of  
deve lopment .
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When we to ld  the Indians  on the pro-
g ram we p lanned to v is i t  Sohna,  a  con-
fused ‘why? ’  or  a  concerned ‘are  you 
sure? ’  were  never  too far  f rom a  ra i sed 
eyebrow or  two.  Of  course,  Sohna had 
none of  the  cu l tura l  s ign i f icance of  
Vr indavan and Mathura ,  or  the  beauty  of  
Chandigarh ;  i t  offered a  ver y  d i f ferent  
k ind of  exper ience.  F i rs t ly,  Sohna s i t s  
precar ious ly  as  a  sa te l l i te  town of  New 
Delhi ,  f ract iona l ly  beyond the cusp of
engulfment  into Gur ug ram,  so we were  
fasc inated to  explore  the  sprawl ing ,  
ravenous g rowth of  the  nat ion’s  
burgeoning capi ta l  f rom the outs ide.  
Hik ing in  the nearby h i l l s,  we fe l t  l ike  
t ime had s topped for  th is  town in  t rans i -
t ion:  the  o ld  town,  a  smal l  se t t lement  
of low r i se  houses  and cur l ing ,  l abyr inth 
s t reets,  appeared frozen in  t ime in  the  
face  of  looming sets  of  towers  g radua l ly
encroaching on the sky l ine.  Sur rounded 
on three  s ides  by h i l l s,  looking down 
onSohna from above was  l ike  watching 
urban sprawl  in  s low mot ion,  where  
Delh i ’s  insat iab le  expans ion had just  
s tar ted seeping into these  smal l  sa te l l i te     

towns.  Skyscrapers,  hunt ing in  three  
packs  of  f ive,  s l ipped through the h i l l s  
and onto the hor izon l ike  water  through 
the cracks  in  a  dam.  Ever y  t ime we 
looked away,  i t  seemed l ike  Delh i ,  and 
i t s  tower ing harbingers,  took one s tep 
c loser,  as  i f  the  only  th ing prevent ing 
the skyscrapers  f ina l ly  reaching Sohna 
was  our  immediate  g aze.  With in the 
town,  l i fe  remained ignorant  of  the  
imminent ,  inev i tab le  changes  that  would 
i r revocably  t ransfor m the town.  We 
v is i ted Shiva  Kund,  a  500 year-o ld  
temple  that  s t i l l  funct ions  as  set  of  
popular  publ ic  baths,  extract ing natura l -
ly  war m water  f rom 55ft  be low g round 
to f i l l  i t s  main Kund.  This  was  fo l lowed 
by a  t r ip  to  Lake Damdama,  fur ther  into 
Sohna’s  s t i l l  r ura l  sur roundings,  which 
we were  lucky enough to see  in  i t s  t ran-
s i tor y  s ta te  between dr y  bed and fu l l  
body of  water.  The monsoon had only  
jus t  begun,  and the lake  appeared to  us  
in  a  l imina l  s ta te :  sha l low enough to 
host  an ent i re  cong regat ion of  wi ld  
an imals,  yet  jus t  deep enough to suppor t  
an emergent  f leet  of  row-boats  and 
peda loes  f rom newly  es tabl i shed,  nearby 
resor ts.  Ever ywhere  here,  a  r ura l ,  t rad i -
t iona l  past  s t r uck temporar y  equi l ibr ium 
with incoming deve lopment ,  and we lef t  
Sohna wi th a  s t rong sense  that  we had 
v is i ted not  jus t  a  town,  but  the  s t i l l  eye  
of  a  sprawl ing urban s tor m.
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To commemorate  the  conclus ion of  
2018 academic sess ion,  the  ISS hosted a  
for mal  ce lebrat ion of  complet ion 
a longs ide  a  farewel l  to  those depar t ing 
before  the  beg inning of  the  Ser v ice  
Learning Component  of  the  course.  
Held a t  the  prest ig ious  India  
Internat iona l  Centre,  the  event  was  
honoured by the presence of  a  wide 
var ie ty  of  d igni tar ies  and d is t inguished 
guests.  This  inc luded representat ives  
f rom the Diplomat ic  Miss ions  of  the  
Austra l ia ,  Bhutan,  Chi le ,  Georg ia ,  I ta ly,  
Uni ted States,  Mexico,  Niger ia ,  and 
Pakis tan .  Addi t iona l  d is t inguished guests  
inc luding PFI Execut ive  Director  Ms.  
Poonam Muttre ja ,  for mer  Austra l ian 
Diplomat  and Pol i t ic ian Ambassador  
Richard But ler,  Deputy  Director  of  the  
UNFPA Dr.  Jennifer  But ler,  Mr.  Kunal  
Sandhu and the Cogi toHub team,  Course  
Co-ordinator  Dr.  Ruchika  Shar ma,  

Bahá ' í  Fa i th  leader  Mr.  Shaheen Jav id ,  
Uni ted States-India  Educat iona l  
Foundat ion Deputy  Director  Dr.  Diya  
Dutt ,  and senior  journa l i s t  Ms.  Suhas in i  
Haidar.

The evening was  a  fabulous  ce lebrat ion 
of  the  success  of  the  ISS ’s  goa ls  and 
va lues  over  the  past  four  weeks.  Not  
only  was  the  n ight  des igned to showcase  
the fantast ic  academic achievements  of  
a l l  s tudents,  i t  embodied the p ivota l  ro le  
of  s tudent- led cu l tura l  exchange in  the  
rea l i sa t ion of  the  ISS ’s  goa ls.

Students  were  encouraged to a t tend the 
event  in  the  for mal  dress  of  the i r  own 
countr y,  or  to  t r y  out  the  exper ience of  
t rad i t iona l  Indian dress  themselves.  As a  
resu l t ,  we enjoyed a  d isp lay  of  su i ts  and 

33



I t  mi gh t  b e  th e  l a s t  day  f o r  s ome  o f  u s  in  
Ind ia ,  bu t  d e f in i t e l y  no t  th e  l a s t  day  f o r  
Ind ia  in  u s .  But  th i s  summer  s choo l  i s  
no t  a l l  abou t  Ind ia ,  i t ’s  a l s o  abou t  th e  
20 c oun t r i e s  r e p r e s en t ed  in  i t .  I t  was  s o  
in sp i r ing  t o  wa t ch  d i s cu s s i on s  b e tw e en  a  
Paki s tan i  and  an  Ind ian ,  among  many  
o th e r s .  I t  was  ju s t  a s  i f  w e  w e r e  s ew ing  a  
n ew S i lk  Road . . . ”

“ . . .Pe rhaps  a  v e r y  f ra g i l e  on e  tha t  on l y  
ex i s t s  in  th e  c l a s s r oom,  bu t  d e f in i t e l y  a  
much  n e ed ed  one .  Th i s  n ew S i lk  Road  
l inks  Paraguay  t o  th e  UK,  pas s ing  by  th e  
Car ibbean ,  Nor th  Amer i ca ,  Sou th -Eas t  
As ia ,  th e  sub con t in en t ,  th e  Midd l e  Eas t ,  
and  Main land  Eur ope . . .Unde r s tand ing  
Ind ia  means  unde r s tand ing  th e  wor ld ,  
and  I  th ink w e ’r e  a l l  now a  s t e p  c l o s e r .

-  Agustina Bozzano and Sadir  
Abdul  Hadi

“

“

dresses  a longs ide  the t rad i t iona l  wear  of  
Nepal ,  Bhutan,  Paraguay,  and Mexico,  
fo l lowed by a  p le thora  of  Sar i s  and 
Kur tas.  I t ’s  fa i r  to  say  some of  our  
s tudents  def in i te ly  pul led them off !

After  the  awards  ceremony,  dur ing which 
we heard speeches  f rom ISS Director  
Mr.  Amjad Al i  Khan,  and two s tudents,  
Sadir  Abdul  Hadi  f rom Lebanon and 
Agust ina  Bozzano from Paraguay (ex-
t racts  f rom the i r  speech can be found 
be low) ,  the  s tudents  en joyed a  fantast ic  
oppor tuni ty  to  interact  wi th both each 
other  and our  d is t inguished guests.  One 
h ighl ight  of  these  interact ions  was  to  
obser ve s tudents  interact ing wi th 
representat ives  f rom embass ies  wi thout  
s tudents  on th is  year ’s  prog ram,  such as  
Niger ia  and Georg ia ,  a  perfect  
representat ion of  the  ISS ’s  hope that  
s tudents  can come together  and f ind 
uni ty  through a  genuine interest  in  the  
d ivers i ty  and p lura l i ty  of  any g iven 
s i tuat ion.  Another  was  not ic ing how 
those s tudents  represented by someone 
from the i r  embassy  were  keen to 
introduce s tudents  f rom other  countr ies  
to  the i r  representat ive,  aga in  an 
embodiment  of  the i r  des i re  to  spread 
cu l tura l  understanding and integ rat ion 
wel l  beyond what  may be expected .
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As the evening concluded,  i t  became 
c lear  that  beyond i t s  foster ing of  excep-
t iona l  cross-cu l tura l  d ip lomat ic  t ies  and 
the promot ion of  academic  exce l lence,  
the  ISS forges  l i fe- long fr iendships.  
With many s tudents  set  to  leave India  
for  the i r  home countr ies  the  next  day,  
there  were  p lenty  of  oppor tuni t ies  for  
photos  together,  a l l  of  which showed 
that  th is  was  not  a  ‘goodbye ’  a t  a l l :  i t  
was  an emphat ic  ‘ see  you soon! ’  to  a l l  
those  leav ing us.
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When i t  comes to  descr ib ing you,  Delh i ,  
a l l  I  can th ink of  are  impress ions,  fee l -
ings,  f lash ing faces,  p laces,  d imens ions  
and smel l s.  No vocabular y  in  any lan-
guage could capture  that  or  the  sent i -
ment  I  get  af ter  hav ing shy ly  scratched 
the surface  of  your  essence,  Delh i .  I  
only  have a  h int  of  a  hunch of  an idea  
of  what  could be out  there  in  th is  c i ty,  
in  th is  reg ion,  in  th is  countr y  and these  
cu l tures.  Polyphony and bottomlessness.  
We wi l l  never  hear  one melody and never  
reach the bottom of  i t .  The contras ts  
are  imposs ib le  to  l ink l inguis t ica l ly,  
despi te  or  because  these  contras ts  are  so 
inter twined here  in  Delh i .  The contras ts  
are  in  a  perfect ly  chaot ic  and at  the  
same t ime ta i lored symbios is  wi th each 
other.  Death ,  despa i r  and i l lness  are  in  
conversat ion wi th beauty,  co lossa l  

archi tecture,  decadence,  power  and 
wor ld  pol i t ics.  I  see  your  wide,  empty 
s t reets  only  inter r upted by impress ive  
roundabouts  wi th manicured 
g rass-patches,  f lowers  and founta ins.  
When I  fo l low these  s t reets  long 
enough,  before  I  even get  the  chance to  
take in  what  i s  in  f ront  of  me,  
internat iona l  embass ies  are  suddenly  
replaced wi th nar row streets.  

Openings  the  s ize  of  a  window that  
funct ions  as  a l l -purpose shops pop up.  
These  you only  reach by foot .  The wide 
s t reets  have vanished.  Deser ted 
c leanl iness  and br imming bust le.  S ter i le  
g ardens  and the smel l  of  pover ty.  Al l  
s imul taneous ly,  a l l  para l le l ,  a l l  Delh i .  
Intr icate  Streets  wi th marble  f loor  lead 
to  a  Suf i  a l tar.  The a l tar  enc i rc led by 

Essay :  “Po l yphony  in  De lh i”  
by  Nora Seebach  (Switzer land)
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beg ging chi ldren and s ick  humans wi th 
hope in  the i r  eyes.  Proud ger ia t r ics  walk  
around the a l tar  in  prayer  and the 
women tr y  to  sneak a  look ins ide,  the i r  
hands l i f ted for  prayer  as  wel l .  At  the  
same t ime,  as  the  sun sets,  a t  a  p lace  
where  the  Suf i  chants  have vanished in  
the noise  of  the  t raf f ic  long ago,  
s ta tesmen in  su i ts  meet  for  h igh-tea  and 
leave the colonia l  bui ld ing in  l imous ines.  
A g roup of  young educated Indians  
ce lebrate  the  b i r thday of  one of  the i rs  
and cut  a  p iece  of  cake on a  g lass-  tab le  
in  a  g ated community.  A fami ly  of  S ikhs  
i s  on the i r  way home for  d inner  af ter  
hav ing shown the i r  devot ion under  the  
br ight  and awe-  inspir ing chandel ier  in  
the  temple.  The woman is  uncover ing 
her  head and the man i s  re leas ing h is  
beard .  Ever yth ing i s  a lways  happening 
a l l  the  t ime here  in  your  c i ty,  Delh i .  A 
f i re  i s  a lways  burning somewhere.
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The ISS’s  new re la t ionship wi th 
WWF-India  i s  a  p ioneer ing aspect  of  the  
2018 sess ion.  WWF-India ’s  miss ion 
s ta tement  can be summarised as  a  dr ive  
“to s top the deg radat ion of  the  p lanet ’s  
natura l  environment  and bui ld  a  future  
in  which humans l ive  in  har mony wi th 
nature,  by :  conser v ing the wor ld ' s  
b io log ica l  d ivers i ty,  ensur ing that  the  
use  of  renewable  natura l  resources  i s  
susta inable,  and promot ing the 
reduct ion of  pol lut ion and wastefu l  
consumpt ion.  In i t s  miss ion to  take 
forward the agenda of  environmenta l  
protect ion,  WWF-India  works  wi th 
var ied g roups of  indiv idua ls  and 
inst i tut ions  across  d i f ferent  sect ions  of  
ensur ing that  the  use  of  renewable  
natura l  resources  i s  susta inable,  and 
promot ing the reduct ion of  pol lut ion 
and wastefu l  consumpt ion.  In i t s  
miss ion to  take forward the agenda of  
environmenta l  protect ion,  WWF-India  
works  wi th var ied g roups of  indiv idua ls  
and inst i tut ions  across  d i f ferent  sect ions  
of  soc iety.  These  a l l i ances  s t r ive  to  
address  the  common goa l  of  conser v ing 
b iodivers i ty,  susta inably  us ing natura l  
resources  and mainta in ing ecosystems 
and ecosystem ser v ices  for  the  sur v iva l  
of  wi ld l i fe  and people  depending on 
them.”

W W F - I N D I A

B H A R A T P U R

Speci f ica l ly  for  the  ISS,  th is  new par t -
nership focused on conser vat ion work at  
Keoladeo Nat iona l  Park in  Bharatpur,  
Ra jas than.  A UNESCO World Her i tage  
s i te ,  KNP has  the  r ichest  b iodivers i ty  of  
a l l  Indian nat iona l  parks ;  i t s  wet lands  
suppor t  more than 100 spec ies  of  
non-mig rator y  res ident  b i rds  whi l s t  
ser v ing as  India ’s  major  winter ing 
g round for  more than 250 spec ies  of  
Pa laearct ic  mig rator y  waterfowl .  
Amongst  i t s  huge range of  b i rds,  which 
inspired “the b i rdman of  India” ,  Dr.  
Sa l im Al i ,  the  park boasts  the  wor lds  
h ighest - f ly ing b i rd ,  the  Bar-headed 
Goose,  and the wor ld ’s  ta l les t  f ly ing 
b i rd ,  the  Saras  Crane.  Alongs ide i t s  
soc ia l  susta inabi l i ty  prog ram,  the  Park 
wi l l  work wi th the ISS on i ssues  
inc luding the secur i ty  of  water  sources  
to  the park ,  tack l ing pol lut ion and 
environmenta l  deg radat ion,  and the 
conser vat ion of  f resh dr inking water  in  
loca l  communit ies.  

Our bus  journey to  Bharatpur  was  long,  
but  we were  rewarded upon ar r iva l  a t  
our  beaut i fu l  Sunbird Hote l  wi th  a  de l i -
c ious  buffet  meal .  The hote l ’s  g ardens  
were  teeming wi th f rogs,  cr ickets,  l i zards  
and even some t imid k i t tens,  and the 
rooms were  beaut i fu l ly  decorated .  Our 
basecamp was set  for  the  week,  and we 
were  ver y  p leased wi th i t .  After  break-
fas t  the  fo l lowing morning ,  we made our  
f i rs t  v is i t  to  the park .  Dr iv ing past  r ick-
shaw pul lers,  marshes  and b i rds  g ave us  
a  tanta l i s ing tas te  of  what  our  week was  
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towns.  Skyscrapers,  hunt ing in  three  
packs  of  f ive,  s l ipped through the h i l l s  
and onto the hor izon l ike  water  through 
the cracks  in  a  dam.  Ever y  t ime we 
looked away,  i t  seemed l ike  Delh i ,  and 
i t s  tower ing harbingers,  took one s tep 
c loser,  as  i f  the  only  th ing prevent ing 
the skyscrapers  f ina l ly  reaching Sohna 
was  our  immediate  g aze.  With in the  
town,  l i fe  remained ignorant  of  the  
imminent ,  inev i tab le  changes  that  would 
i r revocably  t ransfor m the town.  We 
v is i ted Shiva  Kund,  a  500 year-o ld  
temple  that  s t i l l  funct ions  as  set  of  
popular  publ ic  baths,  extract ing natura l -
ly  war m water  f rom 55ft  be low g round 
to f i l l  i t s  main Kund.  This  was  fo l lowed 
by a  t r ip  to  Lake Damdama,  fur ther  into 
Sohna’s  s t i l l  r ura l  sur roundings,  which 
we were  lucky enough to see  in  i t s  t ran-
s i tor y  s ta te  between dr y  bed and fu l l  
body of  water.  The monsoon had only  
jus t  begun,  and the lake  appeared to  us  
in  a  l imina l  s ta te :  sha l low enough to 
host  an ent i re  cong regat ion of  wi ld  
an imals,  yet  jus t  deep enough to suppor t  
an emergent  f leet  of  row-boats  and 
peda loes  f rom newly  es tabl i shed,  nearby 
resor ts.  Ever ywhere  here,  a  r ura l ,  t rad i -
t iona l  past  s t r uck temporar y  equi l ibr ium 
with incoming deve lopment ,  and we lef t  
Sohna wi th a  s t rong sense  that  we had 
v is i ted not  jus t  a  town,  but  the  s t i l l  eye  
of  a  sprawl ing urban s tor m.

to enta i l .  We were  introduced to the  
WWF staff  and g iven a  presentat ion on 
the h is tor y,  ecolog y and pol i t ics  of  the  
Keoladeo Nat iona l  Park .  

After  lunch we returned to the  park to  
par take in  a  water  tes t ing sess ion.  Our 
guides  showed us  how to measure  the 
pH leve l  and leve ls  of  oxygen in  the  
r iver  –  our  s tudents  were  keen to d ive  
into the work and col lect  the  water  
samples  themselves.  The demonstrat ion 
revea led that  the  water  in  that  area  of  
the  park was  nor mal ,  and the impor tance 
of  constant  moni tor ing was  h ighl ighted 
to  make sure  the  same leve ls  could be 
mainta ined a l l  year  around.  What  
fo l lowed was  perhaps  the h ighl ight  of  
our  t ime in  Bharatpur  –  a  b ike/r ickshaw 
tour  of  the  park .  Those s tudents  who 
were  fee l ing energet ic  enough rented 
b ikes  to  explore  the  park ,  whi le  other  
s tudents  pa i red up and were  g iven a  
r ickshaw tour.  The b ikes  were  
wonderfu l ly  l iberat ing for  those who 
used them,  but  the  r ickshaws had the 
added bonus of  a  tour-guide who was  
able  to  point  out  b i rds  a long the way 
and say  the i r  names in  up to  three  lan-
guages.  Doves,  owls  and peacocks  were  
jus t  some of  the  b i rds  spotted ,  as  wel l  
as  deer,  cows,  tur t les  and l izards.  Our 
second fu l l  day  in  Bharatpur  began wi th 
a  v is i t  to  a  reser voir,  which was  
accompanied by an explanat ion of  the  
var ious  water  sources  ava i lab le  to  the 
park .  We then met  and inter v iewed the 
r ickshaw pul lers,  which was  par t icu lar ly  
en l ightening for  the  g roup tasked wi th 
soc ia l  i ssues  re levant  to  the park .  We 
learnt  that  the  r ickshaw pul lers  s t r ug g le  
economica l ly  because  the park ’s  tour is t  
populat ion i s  wi ld ly  incons is tent  
depending on the t ime of  year.  The res t  
of  the  day was  g iven over  to  see ing 
Bharatpur ’s  most  impress ive  s ights,  
before  ret i r ing to  the hote l  for  d inner  
and a  nature  documentar y  featur ing the 
park .  The fo l lowing morning was  
poss ib ly  the  l ive l ies t ,  as  we v is i ted a  
school  nearby that  would soon be tak ing 
par t  in  the  WWF Schools  Prog ramme.  
We div ided into g roups to  ta lk  to  
indiv idua l  c lasses  (wi th our  Hindi  
speaking s tudents  act ing as  t rans la tors )  
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about  the i r  l ives,  educat ion and the i r  
re la t ionship wi th water.  The s tudents  
welcomed us  wi th ‘ teeka ’  (powdered 
pa int )  for  our  foreheads  and f lower  
peta ls  as  wel l  as  a  c loth brace le t .  They 
were  qui te  c lear ly  exc i ted to  have v is i -
tors  and were  keen to ask us  about  our  
l ives.  After  numerous se l f ies  the  ra in  
forced us  back to  the bus  and hote l  (an 
interact ion wi th a  v i l l age  was  sadly  
cance l led due to  the mud)  and we 
worked for  the  res t  of  the  af ternoon on 
our  presentat ions.  

The projects  proved to be cha l lenging ,  
as  i t  was  unsurpr is ing ly  d i f f icu l t  to  f ind 
so lut ions  to  problems that  WWF had yet  
to  so lve  themselves.  Our presentat ions  
on the f ina l  morning were  r igorous ly  
cha l lenged and we had to work hard on 
the spot  to  defend our  proposa ls.Having 
completed our  ass ignments,  we returned 

to the hote l  for  a  wel l -deser ved lunch.  
Late  af ternoon was  g iven over  to  a  t r ip  
to  Bharatpur  For t ,  in  which we v is i ted 
the beaut i fu l  museum, only  to  spend 
most  of  our  t ime tak ing in  the  rooftop 
v iews and tak ing photog raphs !  The 
v iews of  Bharatpur  were  impress ive,  and 
our  a t tent ion was  caught  par t icu lar ly  by  
peacocks  that  had somehow managed to 
get  on top of  a  roof,  as  wel l  as  a  bui ld-
ing that  was  located in  the  middle  of  a  
road (which came f i rs t ,  we wondered,  
the  bui ld ing or  the  road?) .  Our f ina l  
meal  in  Bharatpur  was  t inged wi th sad-
ness,  as  we had so enjoyed our  t ime at  
Keoladeo Nat iona l  Park and at  our  beau-
t i fu l  hote l .  Some s tudents  dec ided to  
make use  of  the  conference room af ter  
d inner  to  watch a  Bol lywood f i lm,  a  f i rs t  
for  many of  us.  The fo l lowing morning 
we packed up and got  on the bus  ready 
for  our  next  adventure. . .  Ja ipur !
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After  leav ing Bharatpur  in  the  morning ,  
we ar r ived at  our  hote l  in  Ja ipur  for  a  
la te  lunch.  Our f i rs t  t r ip  in  Ja ipur  was  to  
the bazaar.  We barga ined hard when 
buying c lothes,  and those who know how 
to sew even bought  mater ia l !  The bus-
t l ing  a tmosphere  was  infect ious,  and 
ever yone enjoyed peer ing into the shops 
a long the way (a l though the merchants  
forward manner  was  not  a lways  apprec i -
a ted ! ) .  The f i rs t  s top of  the  fo l lowing 
day was  a t  the  iconic  Hawa Mahal ,  where  
we d isembarked br ief ly  for  an unmissa-
b le  photo oppor tuni ty.  We then got  back 
on the bus  to  go to  the day ’s  main 
a t t ract ion:  Amer For t .  The bus  s topped 
at  another  pr ime photo spot  and we 
enjoyed tak ing long-dis tance photos  of  
the  impress ive  for t  and sneaking a  peek 
at  a  snake char mer.  We then got  into 
jeeps  for  the  remainder  of  the  journey 
to  the for t  i t se l f ,  a  refreshing mode of  
t ranspor tat ion.  We then proceeded to 
get  lost  in  the  maze that  was  the Amer 
For t ,  a  s tunning labyr inth of  cor r idors,  
s ta i rcases  and cour tyards.  In  the evening 
we went  to  a  “v i l l age-  amusement  

-park”par tnership focused on 
conser vat ion  ca l led Choki  Dhani .  The 
most  memorable  par t  of  the  evening was  
probably  when a  wrest ler  l i f ted one of  
our  s tudents  over  h is  shoulders  –  and 
then the s tudent  re turned the favour !  
Dinner  was  an interest ing affa i r  –  we ate  
a  t rad i t iona l  Thal i  where  nothing was  
opt iona l .  The wai ters  were  ver y,  
exuberant ,  sha l l  we say,  and would 
ignore  any request  that  a  cer ta in  par t  of  
the  meal  not  be ser ved.  Leading to  
mixed resu l ts,  the  desser t  (perfect  
Ja leb i ) ,  more than compensated .  A quick 
wander  around outs ide  af ter  d inner  
made i t  c lear  to  us  that  af ter  sunset  was  
the best  t ime to v is i t  Choki  Dhani ,  
whose shabbiness  was  h idden by the 
darkness  and whose best  par ts  
( t rad i t iona l  dancers,  f i re  eaters )  were  
perfect ly  l i t  by  the  hundreds  of  
beaut i fu l  l anterns  ador ing ever y  g ate  and 
at t ract ion.  The fo l lowing day was  our  
las t  in  Ja ipur,  and we spent  most  of  i t  
mi l l ing  around the s tunning c i ty  pa lace.  
This  s tunning complex of  cour tyards  
and gardens  used to  be the  seat  of  the  
Mahara ja  of  Ja ipur,  and today most ly  
houses  an impress ive  museum. The c i ty  
pa lace  was  the perfect  way to  f in ish our  
whir lwind t r ip  to  the Pink Ci ty,  an 
unforget tab le  exper ience overa l l .

J A I P U R

T R A V E L  

E X C U R S I O N
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R I T I N J A L I

D E L H I / N C R

The ISS cont inues  i t s  s t rong working 
re la t ionship wi th  Rit in ja l i ,  a  char i ty  that  
works  for  educat ion,  oppor tuni ty,  and  
l earn ing as  a  means to  awareness,  so  that  
learn ing may lead to  access  to  a  bet ter  
l i fe.  I ts  miss ion i s  to  provide hol i s t ic  
educat ion towards  nur tur ing empowered,  
respons ib le  c i t izens,  capable  of  not  only  
provid ing for  themselves,  but  a l so of  
contr ibut ing act ive ly  to  the i r  loca l  
communit ies  through  enterpr ise,  
awareness  and se l f - induced soc ia l  
respons ib i l i ty.Ri t in ja l i  s t rongly  be l ieves  
that  educat ion i s  the  most  powerfu l  
engine of  soc ia l  change enhancing the 
oppor tuni t ies  open to  each indiv idua l .  
Over  the las t  twenty  years,  Ri t in ja l i  has  
been  working through a  var ie ty  of  
in i t ia t ives  and wi th var ied  community  

g roups in  many educat iona l  and 
deve lopment  re la ted endeavors.  Whi le  
based in  Delh i ,  Ri t in ja l i ' s  ef for ts  have 
reached areas  as  far- f lung as  Ra jas than,  
Tr ipura ,  Meghalaya ,  Gujarat ,  Or issa ,  
Kara ika l ,  Karg i l ,  Leh,  Bihar  and 
Uttaranchal .  I ts  work wi th the 
government  schools  of  Delh i  and 
Rajas than complements  i t s  miss ion of  
provid ing qua l i ty  educat ion to  a l l  
through the re juvenat ion of  the  
government  school ing sys tem.  As far  as  
universa l  l i teracy  i s  concerned,  Ri t in ja l i  
i s  provid ing hol i s t ic  educat ion to  the 
marg ina l ized chi ldren in  three  s lum 
c lusters  in  the  Nat iona l  Capi ta l  Region.  

Ri t in ja l i ’s  Second Chance School  in  
Mahipa lpur,  New Delhi  -  a  school  for  
urban depr ived young adul ts  who did 
not  get  the i r  f i r s t  chance,  provid ing 
vocat iona l  t ra in ing ,  apprent iceship and 
entrepreneurship deve lopment  prog rams  
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as  wel l  as  school ing through the  
Nat iona l  Open School  sys tem -  i s  an 
a t tempt to  mainstream the a l ienated 
youth in  our  soc iety.

The Ser v ice  Learning component  of  the  
course  concluded wi th four  days  of  
volunteer ing wi th Ri t in ja l i ,  a  char i ty  
which works  wi th marg ina l i sed g roups,  
inc luding those l iv ing in  s lums,  those 
s t r icken by pover ty,  v ic t ims of  v io lence 
and natura l  d isas ter,  offer ing ass i s tance 
through educat iona l  and deve lopmenta l  
endeavours.  Having enjoyed successfu l  
co l laborat ions  wi th Ri t in ja l i  dur ing 
prev ious  sess ions,  th is  year ’s  coopera-
t ion took p lace  across  four  centres  in  
Delh i  for  the  f i rs t  t ime:  

Sector  62,  Gurgaon:  Col labora-
t ion wi th Pioneer  Urban & Land 
Infras tr ucture  Ltd .  for  the  mig rant  
labour  populat ion l iv ing ad jacent  
to  the bui ld ings ;  main ly  for  ch i l -
dren aged 3-15 .

Nathupur Pahari  Centre,  Gur-
gaon:  Slum inhabi ted by mig rants  
f rom eastern par ts  of  India  look-
ing for  work in  Delh i ;  main ly  ch i l -
dren 4-12 .  
    
Mahipalpur :  Rit in ja l i ’s  
headquar ters  and centre  for  adul t  
learn ing ;  s tudents  aged 18-40 .

Kusumpur Pahari :  a  s lum inhabi t -
ed by mig rant  fami l ies  f rom Bihar  
and Uttar  Pradesh,  many of  whom 
worked to constr uct  of  Jawahar la l  
Nehr u Univers i ty.  Main ly  s tudents  
aged 3-15 .
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Over the course  of  the  f i rs t  three  days,  
s tudents  engaged in  hands on volunteer-
ing d i rect ly  wi th the i r  respect ive  Ri t in ja-
l i  centre.  In i t ia l ly  th is  involved ISS 
s tudents  get t ing to  know the teachers  
and s tudents,  fami l iar i s ing themselves  
wi th the i r  school  and i t s  needs,  and 
establ i sh ing whether  there  were  any 
spec i f ic  projects  the  teachers  would l ike  
completed dur ing our  t ime wi th them.  
This  inc luded r unning vocabular y  ses-
s ions,  des igning and creat ing d isp lays  
based on Ri t in ja l i ’s  sy l labus,  which 
focused on bugs  th is  week,  or  p lay ing 
Engl i sh- themed games.  After  the  intro-
duct ions  of  day  one,  s tudents  were  
tasked wi th creat ing a  two-day p lan for  
the i r  work in  the i r  respect ive  schools,  
des igned to accommodate  the  d iscuss ion 
of  needs  s tudents  had wi th teachers  
a longs ide  the i r  own or ig ina l  content  
based on ISS va lues  of  cu l tura l  
exchange.

At  the  Nathupur  Pahar i  Centre,  the  
chi ldren tended to be younger  than the 
other  two schools  for  ch i ldren,  so ISS 
s tudents  tended to focus  on more bas ic  
sk i l l s  such as  learn ing numeracy  and the 
Engl i sh a lphabet .  Addi t iona l ly,  ISS 
s tudents  he lped wi th the drawing and 
colour ing of  bugs  for  a  d isp lay,  a long 
wi th leading a  sess ion on the monsoons 

that  had begun las t  month.  The week 
was  packed wi th fun too,  wi th ISS s tu-
dents  teaching rhymes and songs,  p lay-
ing g ames and learn ing Hindi  f rom the 
chi ldren themselves.  Students  a t  Kusum-
pur  Pahar i  were  a l so wi th ver y  young 
s tudents,  and spent  a  l ive ly  t ime wi th 
them s ing ing a long to  Mexican songs,  
p lay ing wi th a  sk ipping rope and draw-
ing p ic tures.  The s tudents  were  tota l ly  
engaged and absolute ly  de l ighted wi th to  
be tak ing par t  in  such fun and l ive ly  
act iv i t ies.  
       
Mahipa lpur  was  unique compared to  the  
other  three  centres  as  i t  main ly  focused 
on  the  educat ion of  young adul ts.  This  
meant  some of  the  s tudents  could speak 
Engl i sh  too,  so as  an ice-breaker,  ISS 
s tudents  taught  some bas ic  Spanish !  
Aga in ta i lored  to  th is  unique s tudent  
g roup,  the  ISS- led s ide  of  the  prog ram 
inc luded  presentat ions  on the impor tant  
soc ia l  i ssues  that  face  young adul ts,  such 
as  gender  ro les  and s tereotypes,  human 
and c iv i l  r ights,  and personal  and 
community  hyg iene.  Aga in ,  on the las t  
day  there  was  p lenty  of  oppor tuni ty  for  
cu l tura l  exchange,  wi th  one ISS s tudent  
p lay ing Western music  on a  gu i tar,  
whi l s t  Ri t in ja l i ’s  s tudents  danced and 
sang t rad i t iona l  Indian songs  for  us !  In  
Sector  62 ,  ISS s tudents  began by 
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When i t  comes to  descr ib ing you,  Delh i ,  
a l l  I  can th ink of  are  impress ions,  fee l -
ings,  f lash ing faces,  p laces,  d imens ions  
and smel l s.  No vocabular y  in  any lan-
guage could capture  that  or  the  sent i -
ment  I  get  af ter  hav ing shy ly  scratched 
the surface  of  your  essence,  Delh i .  I  
only  have a  h int  of  a  hunch of  an idea  
of  what  could be out  there  in  th is  c i ty,  
in  th is  reg ion,  in  th is  countr y  and these  
cu l tures.  Polyphony and bottomlessness.  
We wi l l  never  hear  one melody and never  
reach the bottom of  i t .  The contras ts  
are  imposs ib le  to  l ink l inguis t ica l ly,  
despi te  or  because  these  contras ts  are  so 
inter twined here  in  Delh i .  The contras ts  
are  in  a  perfect ly  chaot ic  and at  the  
same t ime ta i lored symbios is  wi th each 
other.  Death ,  despa i r  and i l lness  are  in  
conversat ion wi th beauty,  co lossa l  

archi tecture,  decadence,  power  and 
wor ld  pol i t ics.  I  see  your  wide,  empty 
s t reets  only  inter r upted by impress ive  
roundabouts  wi th manicured 
g rass-patches,  f lowers  and founta ins.  
When I  fo l low these  s t reets  long 
enough,  before  I  even get  the  chance to  
take in  what  i s  in  f ront  of  me,  
internat iona l  embass ies  are  suddenly  
replaced wi th nar row streets.  

Openings  the  s ize  of  a  window that  
funct ions  as  a l l -purpose shops pop up.  
These  you only  reach by foot .  The wide 
s t reets  have vanished.  Deser ted 
c leanl iness  and br imming bust le.  S ter i le  
g ardens  and the smel l  of  pover ty.  Al l  
s imul taneous ly,  a l l  para l le l ,  a l l  Delh i .  
Intr icate  Streets  wi th marble  f loor  lead 
to  a  Suf i  a l tar.  The a l tar  enc i rc led by 

ass i s t ing wi th bas ic  vocabular y  c lasses,  
before  r unning the i r  own c lasses  on bug,  
us ing games such as  Pict ionar y  to  teach 
too.  Students  went  on to create  a  new 
disp lay  for  the  school ,  aga in  on the 
types  of  bugs  you and those one must  
be  aware  of,  such as  mosqui toes  and 
bedbugs.  On day three,  where  the ISS 
was  a l lowed to set  the  sy l labus,  s tudents  
he lped the chi ldren create  bug-masks,  
which were  used as  par t  of  a  “bug-
theatre”  product ion,  where  s tudents  had 
learned the i r  own insect  in  Engl i sh 
before  interact ing wi th other  “bugs” .

This  aspect  of  the  ISS prog ram was 
undoubtedly  the  most  emot iona l ly  
d i f f icu l t ,  wi th  Ri t in ja l i ’s  fantas t ic  s taf f  
offer ing a  fu l l  range of  suppor t  to  
s tudents  understandably  f inding the 
pover ty  and ser ious  depr ivat ion faced by 
the chi ldren in  Ri t in ja l i ’s  centres        
d i f f icu l t  to  dea l  wi th .  However,  i t  was  
a l so unquest ionably  the  most  upl i f t ing ,  
rewarding and inspir ing sect ion of  the  
prog ram.  Al l  s tudents  ag reed that  the  
oppor tuni ty  to  learn about  another  s ide  
of  Delh i ,  whi l s t  making a  genuine,  

meaningfu l  and wor thwhi le  contr ibut ion 
to  a  g roup of  chi ldren so much less  
for tunate  that  themselves,  was  a  sh in ing 
example  of  the  va lue  of  ser v ice  
learn ing.  Help ing teach Engl i sh ,  
des igning and creat ing d isp lays,  and 
offer ing any other  ser v ices  that  
Ri t in ja l i ’s  teachers  requested ,  a l l   
represented the capac i ty  of  human 
be ings  to  he lp and t reat  each other  wi th 
respect  regard less  of  age  or  backg round.  
Cul tura l  exchange,  a  theme that  
t ranscends the ISS ’s  phi losophy and a  
v i ta l  tool  in  our  campaign to  spread 
internat iona l  understanding and
co-operat ion amongst  young leaders,  
showed i t se l f  to  be a  powerfu l  cata lys t  
for  d i rect  soc ia l  change too.  Interact ing 
wi th Ri t in ja l i ’s  s tudents,  inc luding 
Indian games and songs,  had a  profound 
impact  on a l l  s tudents  as  we came to 
apprec ia te  that  there  are  no bar r iers  that  
can res i s t  the  va lues  of  respect ,  empathy 
and uni ty.
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I  came to India  wi th a  yearning to  
understand i t s  people  and i t s  cu l ture,  yet
what  I  learned i s  s ign i f icant ly  d i f ferent  
f rom what  I  expected .  Through the ISS
prog ram,  I  understood that  as  an outs id-
er  i t  i s  d i f f icu l t  to  change my lenses
and perspect ives  in  a  way that  could 
a l low me to see  rea l i ty  f rom a  d i f ferent
cul tura l  ang le.  Whi le  learn ing about  
India ’s  h is tor y,  pol i t ics,  soc ie ty,   
economy,  and cul ture,  not  only  through 
lectures  but  a l so through day- to-day
interact ions  and the ser v ice- learn ing 
component ,  I  rea l ized that  my own
cul ture  and soc ia l izat ion s igni fy  a  whole  
range of  behaviors  and ideas  that  are
no more than s imple  outputs  of  soc ia l  
condi t ioning.  This  became c learer  when
address ing quest ions  about  gender,  
cas te,  and c lass  in  India .  Be ing able  to  
see  what  d i f ferent  soc ia l  nor ms look l ike  
in  th is  nat ion made me rea l ize  that  the
environment  we g row up in  i s  key  for  
deve loping such impor tant  th ings  as  our
mora l  ident i ty  and pr inc ip les.  This  
means,  I  came to learn ,  that  there  i s  no
one person or  nat ion wi th the author i ty  
to  te l l  us  what  i s  r ight  or  wrong,  how we 
should l ive  and how we should not ,  
these  quest ions  may only  f ind answers  
through cul tura l  humi l i ty  and the wi l l  to  
merge our  d i f ferent  v iews wi th to lerance 
and mutua l  acceptance so that  we can 
bet ter  address  the  i ssues  in  our  soc ie-
t ies.  I  am endless ly  g ratefu l  for  the  
oppor tuni ty  I  had to  par t ic ipate  in  th is  
prog ram.  What  I  learned has  awakened 
new interests  that  I  know wi l l  be  key  for  
not  only  my future  as  a  profess iona l  but  
a l so as  a  person.

S M I T H  C O L L E G E ,  U S A

AGUSTINA MARIA 

BOZZANO REZANO 

PARAGUAY
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There i s  absolute ly  no way to  sum up my 
t ime in  India  in  250 words.  So instead 
of  provid ing you a  summar y of  my 
exper iences  here,  as  I  am sure  most  of  
the  other  s tudent  prof i les  you read wi l l  
do for  you,  I  wi l l  a t tempt ,  ins tead ,  to  
te l l  you how th is  prog ram has  funda-
menta l ly  a l tered me and changed the 
path my l i fe  wi l l  take.  Before  ar r iv ing in  
India  I  knew only  that  I  had an intense  
interest  in  the  cu l ture  of  th is  countr y,  
however,  I  could not  have guessed I  
would come to fee l  more a t  home here  
than I  have ever  fe l t  in  the  countr y  I  
was  born and ra ised ,  the  Uni ted States.  
The indiv idua ls  who I  met  here,  ranging 
f rom people  who I  met  a t  1am on the 
rooftop of  the  hoste l  to  Shashi  Tharoor  
h imsel f ,  made me rea l ize  the  exact  path 
I  want  to  take in  l i fe  and how I  want  to  
get  there.  The people  of  th is  incredib le  
countr y  welcomed me wi th such open 
ar ms and such fu l l  hear ts,  no matter  the  
fact  that  I  d id  not  look,  speak or  act  
anyth ing l ike  the  ‘nor m’  that  I  rea l ized 
there  i s  no poss ib le  way I  can not  come 
back to  th is  countr y  to  l ive,  to  work and 
to thr ive.  Speaking of  ‘nor m’ ,  I  know I  
jus t  used the ter m,  but  i t  would be 
h ighly  inappropr ia te  of  me not  to  
expla in  that  there  t r u ly  i s  no ‘nor m’  
here.  This  i s  a  countr y  of  d ivers i ty  
marked by the uniqueness  found in  ever y  
s ing le  indiv idua l  you wi l l  meet .  A few 
months  i s  not  near ly  enough,  a  few 
years,  a  few decades  may not  even be 
enough-  i t  would take centur ies  to  beg in 
to  understand the complex i t ies  of  th is  
countr y.

U C  S A N T A  B A R B A R A ,  U S A

A L I A  S K Y  M O R G A N  

R E Y N O L D S  

U S A
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M E X I C O
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about  the i r  l ives,  educat ion and the i r  
re la t ionship wi th water.  The s tudents  
welcomed us  wi th ‘ teeka ’  (powdered 
pa int )  for  our  foreheads  and f lower  
peta ls  as  wel l  as  a  c loth brace le t .  They 
were  qui te  c lear ly  exc i ted to  have v is i -
tors  and were  keen to ask us  about  our  
l ives.  After  numerous se l f ies  the  ra in  
forced us  back to  the bus  and hote l  (an 
interact ion wi th a  v i l l age  was  sadly  
cance l led due to  the mud)  and we 
worked for  the  res t  of  the  af ternoon on 
our  presentat ions.  

The projects  proved to be cha l lenging ,  
as  i t  was  unsurpr is ing ly  d i f f icu l t  to  f ind 
so lut ions  to  problems that  WWF had yet  
to  so lve  themselves.  Our presentat ions  
on the f ina l  morning were  r igorous ly  
cha l lenged and we had to work hard on 
the spot  to  defend our  proposa ls.Having 
completed our  ass ignments,  we returned 

I  fee l  b lessed and pr iv i leged to  have 
been able  to  take par t  in  the  
Internat iona l  Summer School  for  the  
year  2018 and g ratefu l  for  having had 
th is  oppor tuni ty  to  exper ience new 
th ings  and meet  amazing people  f rom a l l  
over  the  wor ld .  S ince India  i s  a  
ne ighbour ing countr y  to  Bhutan,  I  had 
some knowledge about  the  cu l ture  and 
t rad i t ions,  but  what  I  learnt  in  my four  
week prog ramme not  only  g ave me the
c lear  concepts  but  was  a l so an eye  
opener  for  me and I  am ver y  exc i ted to  
share  a l l  the  knowledge and exper iences  
I  g a ined wi th my fe l low mates  here.  This  
course  not  only  taught  me about  India  
but  a l so about  18 other  d i f ferent  
countr ies  in  the  wor ld .  I t  taught  me the 
va lues  of  oneness  l ike  how we are  a l l  the  
same despi te  fo l lowing d i f ferent  
re l ig ions,  customs,  t rad i t ions,  l anguages  
and be longing to  complete ly  d i f ferent  
reg ions.  I  cannot  say  I  had any best  
moments  in  my four  weeks  s tay  because  
a l l  of  them were  amazing moments  to  be 
cher ished now.  I  rea l ly  en joyed going on 
t r ips,  the  best  one was  our  t r ip  to  
Mathura  and v is i t ing  a l l  the  h is tor ica l  
p laces  and meet ing wi th the g reat  Indian 
f igures.  I  can conf ident ly  say  that  th is  
course  was  one of  the  best  academic 
courses  for  young minds to  exper ience 
personal  g rowth and deve lopment .  The 
exce l lent  communicat ion sk i l l s  of  the  
off ic ia l s  to  keep me infor med about  the  
scholarsh ip and going an extra  mi le  to  
he lp me made me fee l  the  care  and 
concern they had for  us.  Now that  i t  has  
come to an end,  b idding farewel l  to  the  

most  l ive ly  and cooperat ive  people  i s  
hard but  i t  a l so g ives  us  the  oppor tuni ty  
to  v is i t  them in future  and explore  more.  
Thank you ISS.  TASHI DELEK!

S H E R U B T S E  C O L L E G E ,  
B H U T A N

A N A M I K A  

P R A D H A N

B H U T A N
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I N S T I T U T O  T E C N O L Ó G I C O
D E  S A L T I L L O

ANDREA ELIZABETH 

FUENTES MONROY 

MEXICO

The day I  submit ted the appl icat ion,  
I  only  hoped that  the  next  day  I  would 
have an answer.  When the day ar r ived,  I  
jus t  fe l t  so  happy because  I  was  in  the  
next  s tage.  Whi le  I  was  in  the  process,  
I  was  ver y  g lad about  what  was  going to  
come.  In the  las t  s tage  when I  f ina l ly  
rece ived the  emai l ,  my body and mind 
were  d isconnected for  a  moment ,  i t  was  
g reat .  From that  day  I  had to  under take 
the way of  be ing able  to  complete  the  
expenses,  i t  was  two months  of  hard 
work ,  in  which I  d id  not  g ive  up.  Many 
people  to ld  me why I  had chosen India  
to  s tudy a t  summer,  but  i t  was  only  in  
my mind that  i t  remained one of  the  
best  dec is ions  of  my l i fe.  When I  
ar r ived to  New Delhi ,  I  was  convinced 
that  I  was  r ight ,  because  once you are  in  

India  you s tar t  an incredib le  adventure  
that  you wi l l  never  be able  to  forget .  
The d ivers i ty  of  cu l tures,  l anguages  and 
re l ig ions  become a  surpr ise  in  ever y  
sense.  In  addi t ion,  I  am ver y  happy to  
had been one of  the  5  Mexicans  wi th in 
the course.  ISS inc lude a  s t rong mult i -
cu l tura l  d ivers i ty  in  the i r  s tudent  body,  
so thank you so much for  th is  chance 
for  my countr y ;  I  rea l ly  had a  good t ime 
and have had many k inds  of  exper iences.  
ISS shows you dur ing 48 days  how to 
understand India ,  f rom i ts  h is tor y,  the  
way in  which soc iety  coexis ts,  and the 
cur rent  cha l lenges  i t  has.  I  def in i te ly  
recommend the course  to  get  to  know 
India ,  and what  are  you capable  of  
doing by yourse l f .
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L A D Y  S R I  R A M  C O L L E G E ,
I N D I A

A R E E B A  H A S A N

I N D I A

Having s tudied Indian soc iety,  economy,  
h is tor y  and pol i t ics  throughout  my s tu-
dent  l i fe ,  I  d idn’t  th ink I  could get  a  
new perspect ive  on th ings  I  had learnt  
prev ious ly.  ISS changed that  for  me and 
proved to be a  g reat  learn ing exper ience.  
In  addi t ion to  the professors  who gave 
us  new perspect ives  on th ings  they  
taught ,  each s tudent  provided a  f resh 
point  of  v iew from the cu l ture  and 
countr y  they represented .  Over  the  4  
weeks  I  spent  wi th the s tudents  of  ISS,  I  
deve loped a  deeper  sense  of  apprec ia-
t ion for  my countr y  and c i ty,  hav ing 
seen i t  f rom a  new v iew point .  I  am 
extremely  g ratefu l  to  have met  so many 
wonderfu l  people  (professors,  guest  
lecturers,  and s tudents )  and am g lad to  
be tak ing away what  each of  them taught  
me dur ing the las t  month!
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Having s tudied Indian soc iety,  economy,  
My exper ience wi th the Internat iona l  
Summer School  New Delhi  has  been
incredib le.  When I  s igned up – in  a  jo int  
intern-s tudent  capac i ty  –  I  was
expect ing to  go to  some interest ing 
lectures,  meet  lots  of  new people  and 
see  the  Taj  Mahal .  What  I  wasn’t  expect -
ing was  a  monkey ( temporar i ly )  s tea l ing
my g lasses,  learn ing how to hag gle  
effect ive ly  in  markets  and meet ing 
famous journa l i s ts.  My expectat ions  of  
what  th is  exper ience was  going to  be 
now look hopeless ly  na ïve.  Learning 
about  India  f rom some of  i t s  best  
lecturers  was  s imply  the  oppor tuni ty  of  
a  l i fe t ime,  and one I ’m so g lad I  took.  
But  the  h ighl ight  for  me was  most  
def in i te ly  get t ing to  explore  the countr y  
wi th a  g roup of  s tudents  who made the 
exper ience t r u ly  spec ia l .
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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  A D E L A I D E ,
A U S T R A L I A

D A R R E N  S C O T T

E D W A R D S

A U S T R A L I A  

I  f i rs t  heard of  th is  prog ram through 
the facul ty  a t  my Univers i ty
and r ight  away I  knew that  I  wanted to  
a t tend.  The team at  ISS were  he lpfu l  
throughout  the  ent i re  enrolment  
process,  dur ing my s tay  in  India  and 
r ight  through unt i l  I  le f t  to  come home.  
The ISS exper ience has  enr iched my 
understanding on India ’s  pol i t ica l ,  
sp i r i tua l  and cul tura l  her i tage,  not  to  
ment ion the for ming of  new and 
long- las t ing f r iendships  f rom l ikeminded 
s tudents  a l l  over  the  wor ld .  Learning 
about  India  dur ing the course  was  not  
jus t  lecture  based,  as  knowledge a l so 
came from the many interact ions  wi th 

India ’s  people  both in  an educat iona l  
set t ing and dur ing my downt ime whi le  
explor ing the s ights  and sounds of  Delh i  
and Ag ra .

This  exper ience wi l l  forever  be in  my 
hear t  and one that  I  wi l l  be  ta lk ing 
about  for  a  ver y  long t ime.  My only  
reg ret  i s  that  I  d id  not  s tay  for  the  extra  
2-week f ie ld  work exper ience due to  
commitments  back in  my home countr y,  
however,  I  wi l l  most  def in i te ly  be  
returning to  India  to  explore  th is  amaz-
ing countr y  aga in  and aga in  in  the  
coming years.
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I T E S O ,  M E X I C O

D I E G O  A R T U R O

J I M É N E Z  P A D I L L A  

M E X I C O

I  exper ienced one of  the  most  amazing 
summers  of  my l i fe  here  in  ISS New 
Delhi !  I  knew nothing about  th is  coun-
tr y  before  coming and I  s t i l l  fee l  l ike  I  
lacked a  lot  of  t ime to rea l ly  get  to  
understand India  bet ter.  I 'm g lad to  say  
that  the  prog ram enl ightened me to see  
a  broader  v iew of  how plura l i ty  ex is ts  
and matters.  I  met  a  lot  of  amazing 
people  that  he lped me understand that  
d i f ferences  are  key  in  how we l ive  and 
how we want  to  l ive.  I  wi l l  ta lk  wonders  
about  India  and I  wi l l  joyfu l ly  be  back 
soon!
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D E L H I  P U B L I C  S C H O O L ,
I N D I A

D I V Y A  

S R I V A S T A V A  

I N D I A

As a  recent  school  g raduate,  my 
knowledge of  the  immense d ivers i ty  and 
cul ture  of  India  was  only  l imi ted to  my 
knowledge f rom textbooks.  The lectures  
and seminars  he lped enhance my 
understanding of  our  cont inuous ly  
evolv ing yet  h is tor ica l  ident i ty.  Coming 
from a  sc ience backg round,  the  lectures  
which focused main ly  on the soc ia l  
s t r ucture  of  Indian soc ie ty  g ave me a  
new out look on the way I  see  th ings  and 
introduced me to a  new way of  looking 
at  th ings.  I  thoroughly  enjoyed the t r ips  
around Delh i  and to the Taj  Mahal  
which were  educat iona l  and at  the  same 
t ime g reat  fun.  I  a l so got  the  chance to  
meet  amazing people  f rom a l l  over  the  
wor ld  and made some tr u ly  g reat  f r iends  
and memories  which I  wi l l  cher ish .
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S O U T H  A S I A N  U N I V E R S I T Y ,
I N D I A

H I R A  H A S H M I

P A K I S T A N

The best  th ing I  found here  in  India  i s  
the  heterogenei ty  that  Indian soc iety  
holds.  Even i f  you are  in  a  c lass  room 
of  twenty  s tudents  you may expect  you 
are  s i t t ing  wi th a t  leas t  seven d i f ferent  
mother  tongues,  d iverse  t rad i t ions  and 
cul tures,  and people  wi th a l together  
d i f ferent  food habi ts.  The unique fea-
ture  i s  that ,  despi te  of  a l l  these  d i f fer -
ences,  the  s ta te  has  worked mar ve lous ly  
in  hold ing the nat ion together  and 
moving i t  forward.  I t  i s  only  in  India  
that  you wi l l  f ind temple,  mosque and 
Gur udwara  v is i ted by not  only  wi th the 
fo l lowers  of  the i r  respect ive  re l ig ion but  
open to a l l ,  regard less  of  re l ig ion or  any 
other  qua l i f ica t ion.  I  am blessed to  have 
learned about  many aspects  of  India ,  
thanks  a  bunch ISS,  i t  was  a  g reat  
honour  for  me to be a  par t  of  th is
prog ram.
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I N S T I T U T O  T E C N O L Ó G I C O  
S U P E R I O R  D E  C I U D A D  
C O N S T I T U C I Ó N ,  M E X I C O

J A V I E R  E N R I Q U E  

S O S A  O L I V E R A  

M E X I C O

Since I  was  a  l i t t le  k id  I  a lways  wanted 
to  t rave l  to  th is  countr y,  now I  fee l  so  
lucky and b lessed to  have been a  par t  of  
ISS 2018 and I  wi l l  a lways  be thankful  to  
rece ive  th is  oppor tuni ty.  This  t r ip  and 
a l l  the  exper iences  I  had in  India  have 
changed a l l  the  ways  I  look at  l i fe ,  a t  the  
wor ld ,  a t  people,  and even at  myse l f.  I  
would l ike  to  say  that  th is  i s  the
g reates t  exper ience that  I  have had.  I  
wi l l  not  be able  to  forget  the  s t rong 
bonds and fr iendships  I  made wi th the 
people  that  s tudied and explored a long-
s ide  me a l l  the  t ime.

Fina l ly  I  want  to  g ive  thanks  to  the a l l  
the  ISS s taff  for  ever yth ing they have 
done for  us.Without  any doubt ,  the  best  
par t  for  me and the one that  taught  me 
some of  the  b ig gest  l i fe  lesson was  the 
ser v ice- learn ing week working wi th 
chi ldren.  Their  innocence,  energ y,  and 
the way to  l ive  the i r  l ives  to  the fu l les t  
complete ly  broadened my hor izons and 
taught  me to a lways  be g ratefu l  for  what  
I  have.
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S O U T H  A S I A N  U N I V E R S I T Y ,
I N D I A

J A Y  B A H A D U R  

S H A H  

N E P A L

The Internat iona l  Summer School  has  
been a  wonderfu l  p la t for m to not  only  
know,  but  to  fee l  India .  I  th ink India  i s  
increas ing ly  be ing successfu l  in  achiev-
ing i t s  motto of  learn ing-cum-tour ism.  
The lectures  were  of  c lass  and qua l i ty,  
which opened my eyes  and broadened 
my mind about  India  and i t s  founda-
t ions.  Tours  and v is i t s  were  l ike  cata lys ts  
and usefu l  sp ice  in  the  food to mir ror  
those lectures.  Interact ions  wi th h ighly  
exper ienced and v is ionar y  personal i t ies,  
wi th  whom we could converse,  were  of  
spec ia l  interest  to  me.  ISS i s  second to 
none in  i t s  understanding of  
internat iona l  re la t ions  and of  doing 
d ip lomacy.  I  was  wi th wonderfu l  people  
of  ins ightfu l  psyche who seemed qui te  
reser ved in  the  beg inning but  snow-
bal led la ter  once we s tar ted chat t ing 
each other.  Not  only  one,  but  f ive  of  the  
seven cont inents  were  represented in  
ISS and I  would love to  ca l l  i t  as  a  “Mi-
n i -Universe” .  I  can now speak a  l i t t le  b i t  
of  Spanish ,  French,  Pers ian ,  Urdu,  and 
Hindi ,  which I  would not  have thought  
poss ib le  had I  not  met  these  unforget ta-
b le  f r iends.  The s tudent  presentat ions  
about  the i r  respect ive  countr ies  were  
another  par t  of  prog ramme that  s t r uck 
me profoundly,  and I  wish the ISS keep 
th is  up and r unning.  F ina l ly,  I  now can 
conf ident ly  ra i se  my hand i f  somebody 
asks  me about  India  and the wor ld  in  
genera l .
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O X F O R D  U N I V E R S I T Y ,  U K

J O S H U A  C L E A R Y  

U K   

The ISS has  undoubtedly  been one of  
the  most  rewarding and enr ich ing
exper iences  of  my l i fe.  Having the 
chance to  meet  such an incredib le  g roup 
of  people,  inc luding s tudents,  lecturers,  
ISS s taff ,  and ever yone that  we were  
lucky enough to interact  wi th dur ing the 
Ser v ice  Learning Component  of  the  
course,was  an oppor tuni ty  I  am so lucky 
to  have rece ived.  Academica l ly,  I  found 
the ISS ’s  course  fasc inat ing.  The lecture  
ser ies,  which spanned topics  as  var ied as  
economic deve lopment ,  cu l ture,  and 
pol i t ics,  was  de l ivered by some of  
India ’s  lead ing academics.  Alongs ide the 
except iona l  qua l i ty  of  debate  found in  
a l l  l ec tures,  the  use  of  India  as  the  
centra l  case  s tudy for  quest ions  on 
democracy,  g rowth,  and mult icu l tura l -
i sm,  a l lowed me to approach i ssues  I  
s tudy as  par t  of  my own deg ree  wi th 
f resh and enl ightening perspect ives.  
Undoubtedly,  the  d ivers i ty  that  const i -
tutes  the  ISS ’s  s tudent  body i s  i t s  g reat -
es t  s t rength ;  hav ing the chance to  inter-
act  academica l ly  wi th s tudents  f rom 17 
other  countr ies  a l lowed me to add 
another  layer  of  percept ion to  my 
engagements  wi th India .  After  lectures,  I  

I  a lways  looked forward to  hear ing how 
students  f rom Mexico,  Bhutan or  Swit -
zer land had engaged wi th the Indian 
perspect ives  of  the  lecture,  through 
which we a l l  came to rea l i se  that  ‘nor-
mal i ty ’  i s  a  t r u ly  re la t ive  concept .  I  am 
cer ta in  that  I  have learnt  jus t  as  much 
outs ide  the c lassroom as  wi th in i t .  As  
par t  of  the  amazing range of  spec ia l  
interact ions  organised ,  I  had the change 
to  engage wi th leading pol i t ic ians  and 
journa l i s ts,  v i s i t  some of  As ia ’s  lead ing 
th ink tanks,  and tour  one of  India ’s  
lead ing media  out le ts.  Supplement ing 
the ins ights  of  these  industr y  leaders  
wi th the perspect ives  of  r ickshaw-pul l -
ers  I  met  when volunteer ing wi th 
WWF-India ,  or  wi th teachers  and s tu-
dents  a t  my Ri t in ja l i  centre,  a l lowed me 
engage wi th some of  the  major  i ssues  
fac ing India  wi th an enhanced apprec ia-
t ion of  a l l  s takeholders  who must  be 
recognised ,  heard and inc luded.  India  i s  
a  land of  contradict ions,  wi th  b l inding 
pover ty  a longs ide  fabulous  g rowth,  
anc ient  her i tage  enhancing a  p ioneer ing 
moderni ty,  and immeasurable  d ivers i ty  
infor ming an essent ia l  uni ty.  I  am 
incredib ly  g ratefu l  to  the  ISS for  com-
bin ing except iona l  teaching ,  h is tor ic  
tours,  mul t i - faceted ser v ice  learn ing ,  
and a  fantast ica l ly  d iverse  g roup of  
young people,  a l l  of  which have a l lowed 
me a  br ief  g l impse into the fasc inat ing 
contradict ions  that  def ine  India  today.
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L U X M I  K A T I E  

G O P E E  

M A U R I T I U S

Having s tudied Indian soc iety,  economy,  
h is tor y  and pol i t ics  throughout  my s tu-
dent  l i fe ,  I  d idn’t  th ink I  could get  a  
new perspect ive  on th ings  I  had learnt  
prev ious ly.  ISS changed that  for  me and 
proved to be a  g reat  learn ing exper ience.  
In  addi t ion to  the professors  who gave 
us  new perspect ives  on th ings  they  
taught ,  each s tudent  provided a  f resh 
point  of  v iew from the cu l ture  and 
countr y  they represented .  Over  the  4  
weeks  I  spent  wi th the s tudents  of  ISS,  I  
deve loped a  deeper  sense  of  apprec ia-
t ion for  my countr y  and c i ty,  hav ing 
seen i t  f rom a  new v iew point .  I  am 
extremely  g ratefu l  to  have met  so many 
wonderfu l  people  (professors,  guest  
lecturers,  and s tudents )  and am g lad to  
be tak ing away what  each of  them taught  
me dur ing the las t  month!
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U C  S A N T A  B A R B A R A ,  U S A

M A T T H E W  

H E R N A N D E Z

U S A

While  I  was  wi l l ing  and eager  to  learn 
f rom India ,  I  must  say  I  wasn’t  
par t icu lar ly  prepared to  be t ransfor med 
by i t .  The Indian people  have shown me 
the t r ue  meaning of  humi l i ty,  s impl ic i ty,  
and jo ie  de  v ivre.  In  doing so,  they  have 
rad ica l ly  changed my out look on l i fe  
i t se l f .  Among the exper iences  I  found 
most  rewarding ,  four  of  us  were
tasked to  work wi th young adul ts  
between the ages  of  e ighteen and 
twenty- two at  Ri t in ja l i ’s  Second Chance 
School  in  Mahipa lpur.  By our  th i rd  day 
together,  I  was  so g ratefu l  for  the  
oppor tuni ty  to  interact  wi th these  
s tudents,  to  hear  about  the i r  hopes
and aspira t ions,  and to have been 
welcomed so war mly  by people  who 
didn’t  even speak the same language as  
me.  My g reates t  joy  came when,  af ter  I  
p layed a  few s loppy covers  on acoust ic  
gu i tar  for  them,  severa l  s tudents  shared 
the i r  mus ic-cu l tures  wi th us  by burst ing 
into some of  the  l ive l ies t  dancing I ’ve  
ever  seen (I  have to  confess,  I  was  smi l -
ing for  so long that  my face  near ly  went  
numb.)  Even though our  languages  and 
cul tures  d i f fered s igni f icant ly,  I  wi l l  
never  forget  how,  i f  a t  leas t  for  that  
br ief  moment ,  we were  a l l  uni ted in  
common ce lebrat ion through song and 
dance.  This  exper ience,  among many 
others  that  I  have l ived in  India ,  has  
taught  me to t reasure  the  s imple  
p leasures  of  l i fe ,  not  to  over-compl icate  
th ings  as  I  usua l ly  do,  and to enjoy the 
moment  before  i t ’s  gone.  Looking back 
on the as tonish ing s ix  weeks  I  was  
for tunate  enough to spend here,  I  can’t  
he lp  but  ag ree  unequivoca l ly  wi th the 
phrase  “Incredib le  India !” . 63
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M A Y A  M E H R  

H A I D A R  

I N D I A

Looking around the seminar  room of  
the h is tor ic  Teen Mur t i  Bhavan,  home to 
India ’s  f i r s t  Pr ime Minis ter  and cur rent  
locat ion of  the  Nehr u Memoria l  
Museum and Librar y,  I  saw before  me 
s tudents  f rom more than a  dozen 
nat iona l i t ies.  Ever y  day,  we engaged in
spir i ted and thoughtfu l  d iscuss ions  on 
the inf in i te  par ts  of  Indian cu l ture,  
d ivers i ty  and pol i t ics.  Through ISS 2018,  
I  have been able  to  g a in  incredib le  
ins ight  into my own countr y  and a l l  i t s  
co lours.  At  f i rs t ,  our  consor t ium of  
g loba l  c i t izens  reminded me a  lot
of  the  Uni ted Nat ions,  where in  each 
member ’s  point  of  v iew seemed to rep-
resent  that  of  the i r  respect ive  countr ies.  
I t  was  only  la ter  that  I  rea l i sed the 
impor tance of  v iewing features  of  my 
countr y  wi th the i r  f resh perspect ives.  I t  
was  through our  lectures,  taught
by professors  f rom some of  the  best  
univers i t ies  in  India ,  that  I  learned to 
quest ion these  ver y  character i s t ics  that  I  
took for  g ranted and eva luate  the i r  
impl icat ions  f rom an academic s tand-
point .  Moreover,  ISS introduced us  to  
indiv idua ls  f rom the h ighest  eche lons  of  
power  who gave us  a  unique behind-the-  

scenes  v iew of  how publ ic  pol icy  in  
India  i s  made and implemented.  But  
perhaps  my g reates t  educat ion took 
p lace  outs ide  the c lassroom, where  I  
actua l ly  got  to  apply  the  knowledge 
f rom ins ide  to  the India  that  I  l ive  
in .Whether  i t  was  spending the 
evening at  the  Nizamuddin dargah 
or  a  day  t r ip  to  the Taj  Mahal  or  
for ming re la t ionships  wi th t r u ly  
inte l l ig ent  and fasc inat ing people  
f rom a l l  wa lks  of  l i fe ,  my summer at  
ISS i s  an exper ience I  would not  
exchange for  the  wor ld .  Thank you 
to the ISS Team for  making th is  
happen!
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I  f i rs t  heard of  th is  prog ram through 
the facul ty  a t  my Univers i ty
and r ight  away I  knew that  I  wanted to  
a t tend.  The team at  ISS were  he lpfu l  
throughout  the  ent i re  enrolment  
process,  dur ing my s tay  in  India  and 
r ight  through unt i l  I  le f t  to  come home.  
The ISS exper ience has  enr iched my 
understanding on India ’s  pol i t ica l ,  
sp i r i tua l  and cul tura l  her i tage,  not  to  
ment ion the for ming of  new and 
long- las t ing f r iendships  f rom l ikeminded 
s tudents  a l l  over  the  wor ld .  Learning 
about  India  dur ing the course  was  not  
jus t  lecture  based,  as  knowledge a l so 
came from the many interact ions  wi th 

U C  B E R K L E Y ,  U S A

M E H E R  

W A D H A W A N  

I N D I A

The ISS prog ram to me was  an oppor tu-
ni ty  to  f ina l ly  learn about  my
homeland in  a  r ich and nuanced academ-
ic  set t ing ,  the  t ragedy of  a  western-
centr ic  educat ion l imi ted my under-
s tanding of  India ' s  past  and present  to  a
few tropes  of  re l ig ion,  conf l ic t  and 
deve lopment .  However,  through the
amazing lectures  by the most  es teemed 
professors  and count less  interact ions
with the leaders  in  many f ie lds,  I  found 
an India  that  wasn ' t  bound to a
s ing le  def in i t ion.  The d iverse  perspec-
t ives  on deve lopment ,  democracy  and 
h is tor y  opened my eyes  up to  the mult i -
p l ic i ty  and contradict ions  that  are  so 
s t rongly  present  in  the  countr y.  India  
was  not  only  an idea  conce ived of  by 
Nehr u or  Tagore,  but  ra ther  a  l iv ing ,  
breath ing exper ience.  ' India ' s  s tor y '  
couldn ' t  be  understood through a  lens  
of  repet i t ion or  fami l iar i ty.  India ' s  nar-
ra t ive  i s  d iverse,  nuanced and a  topic  of  
constant  debate.

65



N O R A  M A D L A I N A  

S E E B A C H  

S W I T Z E R L A N D

This  countr y  and i t s  p lura l i ty  and 
magnif icence take ever yone into i t s  g r ip.  
This  prog ram has  provided me wi th the 
poss ib i l i ty  to  weave d i f ferent  
exper iences  together  into one.
Exper ienc ing the countr y  hands on by 
moving around New Delhi ,  tak ing the 
t ra in , ta lk ing to  people,  learn ing Hindi ,  
doing yoga ,  eat ing var ious  f lavours  and 
dar ing the  sp ice.  We v is i ted awe- inspir -
ing p laces  that  speak loudly  of  the  thou-
sands of  years  that  India  has  had a  
sophis t icated cu l ture  for.  These  ways  of  
immers ing onese l f  into the cu l ture  were  
compl imented by the academic 
exper iences  the  course  provided us  wi th .
Meet ing scholars  and impor tant  th inkers  
and actors  of  Indian academia ,  pol i t ics,
economics,  media  and so on,  our  hor i -
zons were  widened and our  inte l lect  
s t imulated .  We were  cha l lenged and fed 
wi th food for  thought .  More food for  
thought  were  the s tudents  f rom a lmost  
n ineteen countr ies  that  made up a  h ighly  
d iverse  g roup a l lowing us  to  learn
about  each other  and about  our  d i f ferent  
countr ies  and cul tures,  ever yone brought  
the i r  own perspect ive  to  the tab le.  I  wi l l  
never  understand India ,  I  am not  sure  i f  
anyone ever  does.  But  tak ing smal l  s teps  
and immers ing onese l f  into i t s  d ivers i ty  
and i t s  l ayers  was  an honour  and an 
endeavour  I  wi l l  cont inue.  Because  once 
you are  in  India ’s  g r ip,  i t  wi l l  not  leave 
you.

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  Z U R I C H ,
S W I T Z E R L A N D
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R A F I A  R E S H I  

I N D I A

This  summer I  dec ided to  s tay  in  Delh i ,  
not  to  go back Kashmir  (home)  and to
ut i l ize  my summer break product ive ly.  
After  a t tending the  summer school ,  I  
can now safe ly  conclude that  jo in ing i t  
was  a  wor thwhi le  exper ience as  i t  pro-
v ided me wi th unpara l le led learn ing 
exper ience across  d i f ferent  domains  of  
l i fe.  Be ing a  s tudent  of  Pol i t ics,  I  
be l ieve  s t rengthening d ip lomat ic  t ies  
and promot ing d ia logue i s  integ ra l  to  
any b i la tera l  re la t ion.  ISS provided me 
wi th a  wonderfu l  chance to  connect  wi th 
others  in  my generat ion to  share  ideas  
and s t ra teg ies  about  how to create  
g ame-changing so lut ions  for  tack l ing 
var ious  i ssues  in  South Asia ,  and the 
wor ld ,  how to s tand out  among hundreds  
of  youth leaders,  and how to ampl i fy  
our  voice  in  cr i t ica l  i ssues.  Bui ld ing 
s t rong connect ions  wi th the i r  
community  and learn ing about  the i r  
d ip lomat ic  miss ions,  e l iminat ing some 

J A M I A  M I L L I A  I S L A M I A ,  
I N D I A

common problems of  pover ty,  
improving r ights,  internat iona l  peace,  
secur i ty,  access  for  g i r l s  and women,  
resolv ing conf l ic ts,  secur ing environ-
ment  susta inabi l i ty,  among other  press-
ing i ssues  of  the  day.Moreover,  I  am 
deeply  impressed and fasc inated by the 
qua l i ty  of  debates  and lectures  we had 
per ta in ing to  d i f ferent  i ssues  because  I  
see  so many ways  in  which they are  not  
only  loca l ly  but  a l so g loba l ly  re levant .  
The ISS gave me an oppor tuni ty  to  meet  
a  d iverse  g roup of  young people  l ike  me,  
each coming from a  d i f ferent  perspec-
t ive  wi th d i f ferent  exper iences,  to  
address,  d iscuss  and d iscern over  some 
of  the  most  impor tant  i ssues  of  the  
wor ld .  This  Summer School  dramat ica l ly  
expanded my abi l i ty  to  bet ter  understand 
the beauty  of  mul t icu l tura l i sm.  ISS 
he lped me explore  my own se l f  and 
become more open to d i f ferent  v iews.
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S A D I R  A B D U L  

H A D I  

L E B A N O N

Long s tor y  shor t ,  the  ISS prog ram was 
one of  the  best  months  of  my l i fe.  I  
would say  that  three  e lements  have made 
my exper ience that  memorable.  F i rs t ly,  
meet ing people  f rom around the g lobe,  
who have taken the in i t ia t ive  to  s tep out  
of  the i r  comfor t  zone and t rave l  to  a  
new countr y,  i s  rea l ly  magica l .  Each of  
us  t r u ly  represented the i r  respect ive  
countr y,  wi th  i t s  problems and i t s  
uniqueness,  and wonderfu l  debates  
about  how we can make the wor ld  a  
bet ter  p lace  would f lour ish .  Secondly,  
learn ing about  India ’s  h is tor y,  present ,  
and potent ia l ,  thanks  to  lectures  by 
exper ts  and actua l  dec is ion makers,  g ave 
me a  new perspect ive  of  the  wor ld .  The 
lectures  and ta lks  are  complementar y,  
and cover  many topics,  f rom dance to  
re l ig ion and pol i t ics,  whi le  drawing 
connect ions  between these  d i f ferent  
f ie lds.  Last ly,  get t ing to  l ive  for  a  month 
in  one of  India ’s  major  c i t ies  g ave me a  
t r ue  sense  of  what  urban India  fee ls  
l ike.  Interact ing wi th loca ls,  negot ia t ing 
wi th r ickshaw dr ivers,  or  ask ing for  
recommendat ions  might  seem l ike  s imple  
tasks,  but  perfor ming these  act ions,  and 
watching the smal l  deta i l s,  i s  t r u ly  
eye-opening.

U N I V E R S I T Y  C O L L E G E  
L O N D O N ,  U K
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TRUJILLO 
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India  has  become a  par t  of  me.  The 
oppor tuni ty  to  open up the wor ld  
a l lowed me to be in  India  for  6  weeks.  I t  
i s  amazing how th is  t ime he lps  you to 
g row up.  I  opened hor izons and ideas,  
and today I  fee l  much more able  to  face  
any cha l lenge.  I t  has  been an incredib le  
exper ience to  know such h is tor ic  and 
cul tura l  d ivers i ty,  to  increase  my fami ly,  
to  learn and to improve languages,  to  
work in  team,  to  make dec is ions  and to 
know poss ib i l i t ies  that  I  could only  see  
in  th is  type of  exper ience.  The cu l tura l  
shock when you ar r ive  in  th is  countr y  i s  
huge :  the  b ig  populat ion,  re l ig ions,  
cu l tures,  h is tor ies,  t raf f ic,  food,  and 
even how to cross  a  road!  The ISS 
taught  me how to va lue  ever yth ing I  
have and,  more impor tant ly,  who I  am.  
I t  a l so taught  me to be happy wi th the 
th ings  that  I  have and to share  wi th the  
people  that  do not .  Share  happiness ! !  
India  has  brought  me unforget tab le  
exper iences,  f r iends  that  became my 
fami ly,  and so much knowledge.  Thank 
you India ,  you have opened a  new door.  
Thanks Internat iona l  Summer School  for  
making th is  poss ib le.

A U T O N O M O U S  U N I V E R S I T Y
O F  S I N A L O A ,  M E X I C O
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S A M P H I R E  

C A S S I D Y  

U K

I  am hugely  g ratefu l  for  the  academic 
prog ramme to provide the oppor tuni ty  
to  examine the h is tor y  and pol i t ics  
sur rounding India  as  a  nat ion.  When 
v is i t ing  s i tes  such as  the  Red For t  and 
Taj  Mahal ,  my backg round understand-
ing of  the  nat ion he lped me to s i tuate  
these  beaut i fu l  archi tectura l  masterp iec-
es  into the cu l tura l  and h is tor ica l  con-
text  of  the  t ime.  Dur ing the lectures,  I  
had the  oppor tuni ty  to  not  only  engage 
wi th renowned academics,  but  a l so share  
ins ights  wi th s tudents  f rom seventeen 
d i f ferent  nat ions.  I  am not  sure  i t  i s  
t r u ly  poss ib le  to  fu l ly  understand India ,  
but  th is  internat iona l  lens  he lped me to 
fur ther  understand the complex i ty  and 
d ivers i ty  of  th is  incredib le  countr y.  
Through l iv ing in  Delh i  for  s ix  weeks,  i t  
began to fee l  l ike  a  home.  The novel t ies  
of  cross ing the t raf f ic  or  hag gl ing for  a  
r ickshaw r ide  became par t  of  ever yday 
l i fe ,  and we fe l t  welcomed into the c i ty.  
Whi le  we laughed about  our  d i f ferences,  
we fe l t  l ike  a  fami ly.  I  expected to  learn 
about  India ,  I  never  expected to  learn so 
much about  Maur i t ius,  Mexico,  Lebanon 
and the many other  countr ies  of  my new 
fr iends,  and I  am so g ratefu l  for  the  
oppor tuni ty  to  explore  new ideas  
together.  The wor ld  i s  a  enor mous,  
magnif icent  p lace,  but  the  ISS he lped i t  
fee l  a  l i t t le  smal ler  and brought  us  
c loser  together  through g iv ing us  shared 
exper iences  that  we wi l l  car r y  wi th us  
forever.

O X F O R D  U N I V E R S I T Y ,  U K
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S A R A  F R U M E N T O  

I T A L Y  

My s ix  weeks  in  India  have been some 
of  the  most  incredib le  of  my l i fe.  Be ing 
immersed in  i t s  complex and fasc inat ing 
cu l ture,  I  deve loped rea l  ins ights  into 
th is  amazing countr y.  The four-week 
academic prog ramme was engag ing and 
deeply  for mat ive,  and i t  const i tuted an 
inva luable  source  of  personal  enr ich-
ment .  I t  g ave me a  new perspect ive  on 
the subjects  I  was  a l ready fami l iar  
wi th—I study Pol i t ics  in  the  UK with a  
focus  on the European Union— whi le  
introducing me to complete ly  new 
topics.  For  the  two f ina l  weeks,  I  was  
par t  of  the  Ser v ice  Learning component ,  
where  we had the oppor tuni ty  to  work as  
volunteers  for  WWF-India  in  Rajas than 
and for  Ri t in ja l i  in  a  loca l  school  in
Gurgaon.  This  was  a  g reat  oppor tuni ty  
for  inner  deve lopment  and personal  
g rowth and i t  demonstrated to  me once 
more how diverse,  contradictor y  and 
beaut i fu l  India  i s.Dur ing these  s ix  
weeks,  I  a l so had the chance to  learn 
f rom other  s tudents  coming from a l l  
over  the  wor ld  and share  wi th them 
ever yday d iscover ies  and exper iences.  
Whi le  const i tut ing a  huge d i f ference 
f rom what  I  am used to,  my exper ience 
in  India  wi th the ISS was  profoundly  
enr ich ing and I  am extremely  g ratefu l  
for  i t .  The Indian example,  an exce l lent  
combinat ion of  t rad i t ion and deve lop-
ment ,  mainta in ing i t s  roots  but  looking 
to  the future,  i s  an inspir ing model  of  
demographic  and economic g rowth,  
f rom which I  def in i te ly  learnt  a  lot .

U N I V E R S I T Y  C O L L E G E  
L O N D O N ,  U K
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S A R A H  R O S E

R O W L A N D  

U S A

I  had a  wonderfu l  t ime in  India  wi th the 
ISS prog ram,  which connected the cu l -
ture  of  India  wi th internat iona l  s tudents  
under  an academic set t ing.  The 
s ightsee ing adventures  throughout  
Delh i ,  Ja ipur,  Ag ra ,  and Bharatpur  
a l lowed me to connect  lectures  wi th the
cul ture  and l i fe  of  India  and i t s  c i t izens.  
I  en joyed meet ing s tudents  f rom around 
the wor ld  and learn ing about  them,  
whi le  exper ienc ing India  together.  I t  
a l lowed for  a  deeper  connect ion between 
a l l  of  us,  as  many of  us  were  “out  of  
our  e lement” coming to  a  fore ign
countr y  so d i f ferent  f rom our  home.  I  
fe l t  that  I  was  g iven a  g l impse of  rea l ly  
l iv ing in  India  wi th a l l  of  i t s  sounds,  
smel l s,  and s ights.  The f ie ldwork por t ion 
gave an in-depth look at  how
people  in  India  both thr ive  and s t r ug gle  
wi th the demands of  the i r  fami l ies,  the i r  
community,  and the i r  countr y  in  both an 
industr ia l  and a  r ura l  se t t ing.  The ISS 
prog ram provided a  f ramework that  
cha l lenged my perspect ive  and my 
capabi l i t ies  as  a  s tudent  and as  an 
Amer ican c i t izen .  I  am g ratefu l  for  th is  
prog ram,  and the people  in  i t  for  
changing my l i fe  and pushing me to 
g row outs ide  my comfor t  zone in  ever y  
s i tuat ion I  was  presented wi th .

U C L A ,  U S A
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India  has  a lways  been both ent ic ing yet  
int imidat ing to  me;  I  have a lways  been 
a l lured by i t s  r ich cu l tures  and h is tor ies,  
however,  i t  was  a l so my int imidat ion by 
India ' s  vastness  and d is t inct iveness  that  
brought  me here.  My exper ience 
par t ic ipat ing in  ISS 2018 was  inva luable  
because  i t  g ave me the oppor tuni ty  to  
not  jus t  look at  India  f rom the outs ide,  
but  ra ther  beg in to  understand India  and 
see  the  nat ion in  a  way I  do not
th ink I  would have been able  to  on my 
own.  The in-depth lectures  accompanied 
by the var ious  conversat iona l  interac-
t ions,  cu l tura l  f ie ld  t r ips,  and ser v ice  
learn ing projects  thoroughly  enr iched 
my understanding of  India ' s  h is tor y,  
pol i t ics,  as  wel l  as  economics.  I  a l so 
began to comprehend some of  i t s  soc ia l  
aspects,  and was  made aware  of  the
nat ion 's  immense d ivers i ty  in  re l ig ion,  
language,  cu l ture,  ident i ty  and 
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perspect ive.  The c lassroom was 
def in i te ly  extended to ever yday l i fe ,  
which,  in  my opin ion,  i s  the  best  way to  
learn .  Fur ther more,  the  ISS prog ram 
a l lowed me to fu l ly  g rasp the idea  of
connect iv i ty,  empathy,  and fr iendship,  
t ranscending oceans,  borders,  pol i t ica l  
conf l ic ts,  or  whatever  i t  may be.  S i t t ing 
down with fe l low students  f rom e ighteen 
countr ies  and l i s ten ing to  them speak 
about  the i r  homes,  fami l ies,  goa ls  in  l i fe ,  
e tc.  a l lowed me to see  a  g l impse of  the  
wor ld  f rom the i r  point  of  v iew,  and i t  
re i terated that  there  i s  a lways  so much 
to learn f rom the people  around you.  
Dur ing an interact ion on the f i rs t  week,  
we were  to ld  that  India  i s  a  p lace  in  
which you cr y  both when ar r iv ing and 
depar t ing :  "You come in  and you fee l  
los t ,  but  when you leave you are  born 
aga in ."  My t ime in  India  can be 
descr ibed as  nothing shor t  of  a  rebir th .  
I  have ga ined so much knowledge and 
I 've  g rown immeasurably  as  a  person.  I  
want  to  thank the ISS,  i t s  team,  coordi -
nators,  and fe l low students  for  an 
incredib le  exper ience !
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T E N Z I N  Y A N G P H E L
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I  am tr u ly  b lessed and honoured to  have 
been a  par t  of  the  Internat iona l  Summer 
School  2018.  There  were  34 s tudents  
f rom around 19 d i f ferent  countr ies.  We 
came from dif ferent  cu l tures  and back-
g rounds,  hav ing d i f ferent  languages  and 
re l ig ions,  but  once we got  to  know each 
other  wel l ,  there  was  a  sense  of  oneness  
amongst  us.  We deve loped a  c lose  bond 
wi th each other.  Each of  us  wanted to  
be on the rece iv ing end of  the  other ’s  
af fect ion and fr iendship.  Had we empha-
s ized more on our  d i f ferences,  I  th ink 
the internat iona l  summer school  
wouldn’t  have been such a  success.  I  
rea l ly  wish that  more of  the  7  b i l l ion 
human be ings  rea l ized the same:  “WE 
ARE ONE BIG FAMILY”.  I t  was  an 
enr ich ing exper ience for  me and I  wi l l  
car r y  the  lessons and fr iendships  wi th 
me to the  future.

I N D R A P R A S T H A  
U N I V E R S I T Y ,  I N D I A
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Coming to Delh i  and be ing par t  of  the  
ISS was  a  rea l ly  amazing exper ience for  
me as  I  get  to  learn about  th is  d iverse  
countr y,  cu l ture,  t rad i t ion and,  las t  but  
not  leas t ,  food.  Not  only  that ,  people  
f rom 18 countr ies  across  the  wor ld  came 
and sat  together  to  learn about  th is  
countr y.  This  four  week course  was  one 
of  the  best  weeks  of  my ent i re  l i fe.  I  
met  new fr iends,  new exper ience,  and 
new th ings.  We explored the c i ty  by  
ourse lves  and some of  us  went  to  other  
s ta tes  to  see  the  other  par ts  of  the  
countr y.  One of  the  best  moments  in  
the  4  weeks  was  the t r ip  to  Ag ra  and one 
of  the  Seven Wonders  of  the  World ,  the  
Taj  Mahal .  I  have been there  once and 
was  s t i l l  amazed on the second v is i t .  
Now that  i t  has  come to an end,  i t  i s  
rea l ly  sad to  say  goodbye as  for  I  made 
amazing f r iends  but  I  know that  i t  i s  not  
“goodbye” ,  i t  i s  “see  you la ter” .  I  am 
looking forward to  explor ing more in  
th is  amazing countr y  wi th fami ly  and 
fr iends.

J A M I A  M I L L I A  I S L A M I A ,  
I N D I A
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Essay :  “Decons t r u c t in g  Othe r n e s s  in  th e  Wor ld ' s  Mos t  Mys t i f i ed  
P la c e”  
by  Joshua Clear y  (United Kingdom)

Transcended by themes of  deve lopment ,  
cu l tura l  exchange and ident i ty,  one 
would expect  to  hear  the  names of  nota-
b le  wr i ters,  pol i t ic ians,  and academics  
repeated across  the  36 lectures  that  
const i tute  the  ISS ’s  academic prog ram.  
Mohandas  Gandhi ,  Jawahar la l  Nehr u,  
Indira  Gandhi ,  Amar tya  Sen,  a l l  echoed 
through the lecture  ser ies  in  the i r  
respect ive  f ie lds,  but  one man,  whose 
name transcended the ent i re  course,  
appeared less  wel l  known:  Edward Sa id .  
Sa id ’s  paradigm-def in ing work 
“Orienta l i sm” ce lebrates  i t s  40th 
b i r thday th is  year,  and i t s  message of  
deconstr uct ing otherness  and break ing 
down myst i f ica t ion means i t  remains  the  
text  that  best  embodies  the  ISS ’s  
miss ion.  In h is  work ,  referenced t ime 
and aga in  th is  year,  Sa id  targets  the  
Western myst i f ica t ion of  the  Orient ,  an 
infor mal  area  inc luding centra l  As ia ,  the  
Subcont inent ,  China and the Far  East ,  
that  re ta ins  i t s  mythica l  s ta tus  in  the  
West  today.  At  leas t  in  Br i ta in ,  my own 
countr y,  India  remains  more of  a  con-
cept ,  an idea ,  than a  rea l  p lace :  the  g iant  
of  the  commonweal th ,  the  land of  e le -
phant ,  t iger,  camel  and peacock;  the  
home of  sp ice,  dye,  and misunderstood 
re l ig ion.  India  ex is ts  as  i t  a lways  has,  as  
an ephemera l ,  fa i r y- ta le  land s t i l l  
constra ined by de l ightfu l  ta les  and 
semi-f ic t i t ious  imagin ings,  ins tead of  as  

a  modern nat ion recognised and 
respected through pragmat ic  d iscourse.  
Despi te  improving Anglo-Indian 
d ip lomat ic  and economic t ies,  
percept ions  of  India  remain a lmost  as  
Sa id  categor ized the Orient  40 years  
ago:  a  nar rat ive ;  a  popular  ta le  s i t t ing  
ignorant ly  between Arabian Nights  and 
the s tereotypica l  imager y  of  Kipl ing.  
Without  prog rams l ike  ISS,  India  would 
probably  remain intangib le  to  many,  
more of  a  far-off  land than a  
se l f -asser t ing ent i ty  on the g loba l  s tage.  
Encourag ing a  breakdown of  these  
archa ic  and constra in ing bar r iers  
through a  r igorous four  week academic 
prog ram,  fo l lowed by two weeks  of  
ser v ice  learn ing ,  the  ISS has  he lped me 
locate  India  in  the  rea l  wor ld ;  no longer  
s imply  the  object  of  s tor ies  seen 
through a  Western lens,  but  a  nat ion 
t ransfor med into subject  in  i t s  own 
r ight .  The academic course ' s  three  mod-
ules,  a l l  of  which take India  as  the i r  
paradigm case-s tudy,  have he lped me 
engage wi th a  consc ious ly  Indian 
perspect ive  on internat iona l  af fa i rs  as  
wel l  as  concepts  as  bas ic  as  democracy 
and economic g rowth.  Democracy 
requires  a  more nuanced approach when 
you’re  dea l ing wi th an e lectorate  more 
thanten t imes the s ize  of  the  ent i re  UK 
populat ion;  the  infor mal  economy is  an 
ent i re ly  d i f ferent  ent i ty  when i t  employs  
not  three  mi l l ion ,  but  700 mi l l ion 
people.  More broadly,  the  prog ram’s  
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abi l i ty  to  draw together  s tudents  f rom 
18 countr ies  across  the  wor ld  has  he lped 
deconstr uct  otherness  on a  g loba l  sca le.  
I ’ve  had the chance to  learn about  the  
day-  to-day l ives  of  s tudents  f rom Para-
guay,  Lebanon,  Maur i t ius  and Nepal ,  
countr ies  I  knew v i r tua l ly  nothing about  
before  ar r iv ing ,  but  leaveknowing I  f ind 
war m fr iendships  in  a l l  of  them.  I  have 
been able  to  see  India  not  only  f rom 
dis t inct  and var ied Indian perspect ives  
but  through the eyes  of  people  f rom 
Mexico,  Bhutan and I ta ly.  Ever y  interac-
t ion we have enjoyed in  India  has  
offered a  unique exper ience of  what  i t  
means for  something to  be ‘nor mal ’ ,  to  
me,  to  the  other  s tudents,  and to the
Indians  we have interacted wi th .  Wheth-
er  i t ’s  the  chaos  of  dr iv ing ,  hav ing to  
hag gle  for  ever yth ing we buy,  learn ing 
bas ic  Hindi ,  t r y ing to  teach in  one of  
Ri t in ja l i ’s  amazing schools,  or  p lay ing 
games f rom the countr ies  of  the  other  
s tudents,  the  past  s ix  weeks  have he lped
me understand that  there  rea l ly  i s  no     

such th ing as  ‘nor mal ’  a t  a l l .  But  by the 
same log ic,  though,  I  have come to 
apprec ia te  jus t  how obsolete  ‘ the  other ’  
i s,  and by extens ion the l imina l  space of  
the  Orient  between them that  Sa id  has  
so prec ise ly  ident i f ied .  For  me,  India  i s  
no longer  an abstract  land,  a  p lace  of  
myster y  and enigma,  but  a  tangib le  
g loba l  power  wi th a  uniquely  powerfu l  
sense  of  i t s  own rea l i ty.  I t  i s  the  rea l i ty  
of  a  countr y  unafra id  of  embrac ing 
contradict ion;  a  nat ion thr iv ing on mo-
derni ty  yet  mainta in ing s t rong t ies  wi th 
i t s  anc ient  foundat ions,  a  nat ion of  
d i f ference and uni ty,  of  pure  economic 
s t rength and nuanced pol i t ics,  of  depr i -
vat ion and unbel ievable  res i l i ence.  
Through the ISS I  have come to know a  
nat ion fu l ly  imbued wi th i t s  own unique 
ident i ty,  an India  far  more ‘ rea l ’  than 
any Western a t tempt to  myst i fy  or  or ien-
ta l i se  i t  wi l l  a l low,  an emergent  India  
fu l l  of  promise  and potent ia l ,  which I  
cannot  wai t  to  return to  in  the  future.
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