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The  International S ummer S chool, New Delhi (ISS, www.issnewdelhi.in) is  an intens ive , s ix-week academic programme tha t 
brings  toge ther s tudents  from a ll over the  world over the  course  of a  summer in the  na tiona l capita l of India  – the  world’s  
la rges t democracy and one  of its  fas tes t growing major economies . 
 
 
The  programme is  convened annua lly under the  banner of the  Government’s  accla imed Incredible  !ndia campaign and 
with the  crucia l support of the  Minis try of External Affairs  (MEA). 
 
 
The  ISS a ims  a t promoting inte rna tiona l goodwill and cross-cultura l dia logue  amongs t promis ing young individua ls , 
deve loping the ir potentia l as  future  leaders  in government, bus iness  and civil socie ty. With India  as  a  s tudy model, it offe rs  
undergradua te  course  modules  and experiences  tha t introduce  the  s tudents  to a  range  of issues  and deba tes  tha t a re  
shaping contemporary deve loping socie ties . 
 
 
With a round 40 s tudents  representing over 20 diffe rent countries  and some of the  world’s  leading univers ities , the  
programme successfully concluded its  fourth sess ion on Friday 4th Augus t 2017 a fte r s ix weeks  of lectures , seminars , 
workshops , excurs ions , cultura l experiences  and volunteering activities . 
 
 
Course  modules  a t the  ISS include  Indian Politics , The  Indian Economy, Indian Sociology and Indian His tory. The  faculty 
de livering lectures  as  part of these  modules  come from ins titutions  such as  JNU, Delhi Univers ity, Ambedkar Univers ity and 
the  South Asian Univers ity, among others . A fifth module , Fie ldwork, a llows  s tudents  to engage  with India  through workshops  
and a  volunteer experience , building on the  knowledge  ga ined from the  other four modules . 
 
 
The  academic syllabus  a t the  ISS is  supplemented by seminars  scheduled throughout the  programme where  s tudents  a re  
able  to inte ract with eminent speakers  on topics  tha t a re  re levant to the  na tion and its  people . A short course  on the  Hindi 
language  a t a  beginner’s  leve l is  a lso part of the  programme. Vis its  to s ites  tha t showcase  India ’s  rich culture  and heritage  
a re  a lso planned over the  course  of the  programme, including excurs ions  to Agra  and Ja ipur. 
 
 
S ince  2013, we  have  successfully he ld five  sess ions  of the  ISS. In this  time , the  programme has  had representa tion from 
countries  such as  Japan, Mexico, South Africa , the  United Sta tes  of America  (USA), China , the  Philippines , Syria , Aus tra lia , 
Turkey, Ita ly, Morocco, Germany, Malays ia , Denmark, Iran, Turkmenis tan, Tha iland, the  United Kingdom (UK), Bangladesh, 
Colombia , Uzbekis tan, Iraq, the  Kingdom of Bhutan, Ta jikis tan, S ingapore , Fiji, Yemen, Nigeria , Nepa l, Lao PDR, Norway, Sri 
Lanka , Pa les tine , Afghanis tan and Indones ia ,  apart from s tudents  origina ting from diffe rent s ta tes  and regions  of India . 
 
 
Many of these  participants  have  been s tudents  a t some of the  top ins titutions  of the  world with which the  ISS has  formal 
collabora tions  and/or a rrangements  in place , with the  Univers ity of California, the  Univers ity of Oxford, the  Univers ity of 
Tokyo, National Univers ity of S ingapore , the  Univers ity of Ade laide  and the  Royal Univers ity of Bhutan being jus t a  few 
among them. 
 
 
The  ISS is  a lso the  beneficia ry of crucia l ass is tance  from the  Minis try of Exte rna l Affa irs  in the  form of country or region- 
specific schola rships , including ten India -ASEAN Goodwill Schola rships  tha t a re  facilita ted by the  ASEAN Secre ta ria t in 
Jakarta . Additiona lly, the  India -Bhutan Foundation and the  High Commiss ion of India  in Dhaka  extend the ir kind support in 
order to es tablish schola rships  for two s tudents  each from Bhutan and Bangladesh, respective ly.    
2017 Academic  Cours e  Coordinators : 
Politics  - Dr Adnan Farouqui , Ass is tant Professor, Department of Politica l Science , Jamia  Millia  Is lamia , New Delhi 
Economics  - Dr Arindam Banerjee , Associa te  Professor, School of Libera l S tudies , AUD 
His tory - Dr Ruchika Sharma, Gargi College , Univers ity of Delhi 
Sociology - Juanita Kakoty, Documenta tion and Communica tion Specia lis t, Apne  Aap Women Worldwide ; Associa te  
Editor, Antyajaa: Indian Journal of Women and S ocial Change  
 
 
The first part of this review, titled Bridges by the students keeping in mind the connections they were able to form with one another, is  
a rranged in chronologica l order; you can follow the  orange  timeline  on the  le ft to re trace  the  s teps  our s tudents  took during 
the ir time  here  in New Delhi. The second part of this review contains the students’ persona l re flections  on the ir experience  of ISS 
interspersed with acknowledgements and words of gratitude for our various sources of guidance & support. 
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Le c t u re  give n  b y P ro f. A. K. Sh iva  Ku m a r 
	

	

On the  firs t day of lectures , Prof. A. K. Shiva  Kumar opened up our economics  se rie s  with a  critica l 
a ssessment of human deve lopment in India . Prof. Kumar is  a  deve lopment economis t a t Harvard 
Unive rs ity, the  Indian School of Bus iness , and Ashoka  Univers ity. 

Tu e sd a y 27t h  J u n e     

For the 2017 sess ion of the  Inte rna tiona l Summer School, the  academic venue  was  the  Convention 
Centre  at Jawaharla l Nehru Univers ity (JNU). 

Firs t  d a y o f le c t u re s  

T I M E L I N E  
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Th u rsd a y 29 t h  J u n e     
Doing a  bit of exploring, s tudents  headed to Majnu-ka-tilla  - a  Tibe tan colony in De lhi - to see  some  
B
  

u
 
ddhis t temples  and ea t some  de licious  Tibe tan food! 

Me a l in  Ma j n u -k a -t illa  

P h o t o  c re d it s: Na t e  Wo n g  

Frid a y 30 t h  J u n e        Le c t u re  g ive n  b y So h a il Ha sh m i 

Soha il Hashmi is  a  his torian and filmmaker, who regula rly gives  wa lking tours  of De lhi, and is  rega rded 
as  an authority on the  city's  his tory. He  gave  a  ta lk entitled 'Syncre tic Culture  in India ', us ing 
a rchitectura l examples  a s  a  lens  through which to unders tand the  rich and va ried his tory of the  country. 
This  included a  discuss ion of how particula r motifs  and a rchitectura l fea tures  - such as  domes  and lotus  
flowers  - a rose , spread, and wha t they represented.  It was  a  ta lk tha t proved inva luable  the  next day... 
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Firs t  t o u r o f De lh i 

Our firs t tour of De lhi included trips  to Red Fort, Ra j Gha t, India  Ga te , and Lotus  Temple . 

Sa t u rd a y 1s t  J u ly       
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Tu e sd a y 4 t h  J u ly       Le c t u re  g ive n  b y Dr. An a n ya  Va jp e yi 

Dr. Ananya  Va jpeyi came  to de live r a  lecture  in our sociology se rie s . She  is  an award-winning author and 
Fe llow a t the  Centre  for the  S tudy of Deve loping Socie tie s . She  spoke  on the  life  and work of Dr. B. 
R. Ambedkar, in a  ta lk entitled 'The  Difficulty of Be ing Equa l: Dr. Ambedkar and his  S truggle  with India '. 

Some  s tudents  out with the  Deputy Director of 
ISS, Kha lid Ja lee l, enjoying some  Afghani 
food. 
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We d n e sd a y 5t h  J u ly    
On one  of the ir evenings  off, a  few s tudents  took a  vis it to the  S ikh Gurudwara  Bangla  Sahib, see ing 
t
 
h
 
e
  

re ligious  dive rs ity tha t they had been lea rning about in the  cla ss room firs t hand. 

Vis it  t o  Gu ru d w a ra  Ba n g la  Sa h ib  

Amids t the  lectures , cultura l vis its , and genera l 
hectic a tmosphere  of De lhi, s tudents  s till 
managed to find some  time  he re  and the re  to 
re lax 
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Se c o n d  t o u r o f De lh i 

O  ur second tour of De lhi included trips  to Qutub Minar, the  Ra ilway Museum, the  Na tiona l Museum, and 
Akshardham. We  were  joined by our His tory course  coordina tor, Dr Ruchika  Sharma , from Gargi 
College , Unive rs ity of De lhi, and he r colleague  from Lady Sriram College , Dr Vijayant Jumar S ingh, 
who gave  us  a  guided tour of the  Qutub Minar Complex 

Sa t u rd a y 8 t h  J u ly      
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Tu e sd a y 11t h  J u ly       Hin d i Le sso n s  w it h  Sh a m m i Ga b rie l  

As  pa rt of the  academic programme of ISS, s tudents  take  a  beginners  course  in Hindi, taught by 
Shammi Gabrie l. Four weeks  is  of course  not long enough to mas te r a  language , but it gave  us  the  
confidence  to take  taxis , haggle  a t marke ts , and cha t with people  while  we  were  out and about. 
S hukriya S hammi! 

A popula r des tina tion for dinner was  one  of the  
many s ta te  houses  he re  in De lhi. They offe r a  
chance  to ta s te  some  of the  many va rie s  
cuis ines  of India . Here  they a re  a t Biha r Niwas. 
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Le c t u re  Give n  b y Su h a s in i Ha id a r 

The  following day, the  Diplomatic Editor of The  Hindu, Suhas ini Ha ida r, de live red a  lecture  in our 
politics  se rie s  on 'Contempora ry Trends  in India 's  Fore ign Policy'. 

We d n e sd a y 12 t h  J u ly    
 W  e  had a  lecture  in our sociology se rie s  from award winning documenta ry filmmaker, Aparna  Sanya l, 

Th u rsd a y 13t h  J u ly       

Le c t u re  g ive n  b y Ap a rn a  Sa n ya l 

who gave  a  ta lk entitled 'S torie s  from the  Margins : When Mains tream Notions  of "Menta l Illness" a re  
Cha llenged' 

An evening out spent ce lebra ting the  birthday 
of one of our students.  
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Frid a y 14 t h  J u ly       Vis it  t o  W W F-In d ia  

The  Inte rna tiona l Summer School was  invited to the  headquarte rs  of WWF-India , for a  specia l 
inte raction with its  Secre ta ry Genera l and CEO, Ravi S ingh, and his  team. A presenta tion on the  
diffe rent work tha t the  WWF does  in India  was  followed by a  ques tion and answer sess ion. As  we ll a s  
be ing of inte res t in its  own right, the  inte raction fit in we ll with the  broader theme  of sus ta inability tha t 
had been present throughout the  academic course . 
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Sa t u rd a y 15t h  J u ly       Da y t rip  t o  t h e  Ta j Ma h a l 

The  beautiful Ta j Maha l in Agra  a ttracts  thousands  of vis itors  from a ll ove r the  world. Our s tudents  were  
no exception, and a  trip to India  didn't fee l comple te  without a  se lfie  in front of the  country's  mos t iconic 
landmark. 
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Mo n d a y 17t h  J u ly       P re se n t a t io n s  o n  c u lt u re  

Afte r a  lecture  on culture  and sus ta inable  deve lopment, given by a  representa tive  from 5waraj, s tudents  
were  encouraged to de live r presenta tions  on the ir own cultures , unders tood through the  '5 D's ' 
of Dia lects , Die t, Dress , Dwellings  and Dances . The  presenta tions  were  both enlightening and 
ente rta ining, including live  s inging and dancing pe rformances . It was  enriching for s tudents  to not only 
lea rn about India , but a lso about each othe r and the ir re spective  cultures . 
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Ca re e r g u id a n c e  a n d  a sse ssm e n t  w it h  Co g it o Hu b  
	
	

CogitoHub is  a  company tha t uses  predictive  ana lytics , advanced a lgorithms  and machine  lea rning to 
produce  ta ilor-made  ca ree r guidance  for s tudents . This  was  the  firs t time  tha t CogitoHub has  
collabora ted with ISS, a s  they seek to expand the ir ta rge t audience  to include  unive rs ity leve l s tudents . 
Afte r comple ting a  ques tionna ire  on the ir pe rsona lity, ambitions , and motiva tions , s tudents  were  sent a  
bespoke  ana lys is  of the ir re sults , including advice  and recommenda tions  on future  ca ree rs . 

Tu e sd a y 18 t h  J u ly       In t e ra c t io n  w it h  P ro f. C. Ma h a p a t ra , t h e  Re c t o r o f J NU 

S tudents  lis tened to a  brie f ta lk by Prof. C. Mahapa tra , the  Rector of JNU, who expressed his  de light in 
anothe r sess ion of ISS  be ing hos ted by the  unive rs ity, and sha red a  hopeful and encouraging message  
for the  future : ISS  s tudents  not only have  the  future  ahead of them, but it is  the irs  to change . 

ISS  s tudents  find a ll sorts  of ways  to enjoy 
the ir free  time! 
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We d n e sd a y 19 t h  J u ly    
 A m  bassador Shivshankar Menon was  formerly the  Na tiona l Security Advisor to the  Prime  Minis te r of 

Bo o k  d isc u ss io n  w it h  Am b a ssa d o r Sh ivsh a n k a r Me n o n  

India  prior to which - a fte r a  ca ree r spanning three  decades  in the  Indian Fore ign Service  - he  se rved as  
India 's  Fore ign Secre ta ry. La te  la s t yea r he  re leased a  book ca lled Choices : Ins ide  the  Making of 
India’s  Fore ign Policy. The  ISS organised a  book discuss ion where there were in addition to students of 
its 2017 session anthe r 50 s tudents  from leading De lhi unive rs itie s , profess iona ls  and academics  with 
inte res ts  in fore ign policy, and journa lis ts . 
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Th u rsd a y 20 t h  J u ly       Sp e c ia l in t e ra c t io n  w it h  Am it a b h  Ka n t  

ISS  s tudents  vis ited the  headquarte rs  of NITI Aayog, the  Government of India 's  policy-think tank 
oversee ing inves tment and economic policy. Mr Yaduvendra Mathur, the  Addl. Secretary, fie lded 
ques tions  about the  organisa tions  work, and the  cha llenges  tha t India  faces . 

The  ISS  2017 boy band... Coming soon to a  
record s tore  nea r you! 
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Sp e c ia l in t e ra c t io n  w it h  Co l. Sa n d e e p  P u ri, Min is t ry o f Ext e rn a l Affa irs  
	
	
	

The  Inte rna tiona l Summer School would not be  poss ible  without the  generous  support it rece ives  from 
the  Minis try of Exte rna l Affa irs . As  such, we  were  de lighted to be  invited to the  Minis try to mee t Col. 
Sandeep Puri, Director of the  ASEAN Multila te ra l Divis ion. S tudents  were  encouraged to sha re  the ir 
experiences  of the  programme, many of them thanking the  Minis try for its  continued support, and a ll 
taking s tock of the  things  they had lea rnt, the  experiences  they had, and the  friends  they had made  
a long the  way. 

Sp e c ia l in t e ra c t io n  w it h  J u n a id  Ka m a l Ah m a d  Frid a y 21st  J u ly       
Nearing the  end of the ir academic programme, ISS  s tudents  were  kindly invited to the  World Bank 
Office , to mee t and inte ract with the  Country Director for India , Mr Juna id Kamal Ahmad. Taking wha t 
they had lea rnt in the  cla ss room, s tudents  ques tioned Mr Ahmad on major is sues  such as  poverty, 
educa tion, and clima te  change , which prompted a  live ly discuss ion of the  diffe rent approaches  - 
including the  World Bank's  - of tackling these  cha llenges . 
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Fa re w e ll H ig h  Te a  
	
	
	

It fe lt like  it had gone  by in the  blink of an eye , but a fte r four weeks , the  academic sess ion of ISS  
2017 came  to a  close . Representa tives  from diffe rent embass ies  and high commiss ions  were  invited 
to the  Fa rewell High Tea  where Prof. Chintamani Mahapatra, Rector of JNU gave the Keynote Address.  
The  s tudents  - looking s tunning in the ir traditiona l formal a ttire  - were  awarded ce rtifica tes  of 
comple tion. It was  an emotiona l goodbye  to those  who were  leaving, a s  we  looked ahead to the  
coming fie ldwork in Jha lawar. 
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Afte r taking the  s leeper tra in - our firs t experience  of Indian Ra ilways  for many of us  - we  a rrived in 
Jha lawar, some  s till s leepie r than othe rs . We  se ttled into our new accommoda tion, and following 
lunch and an orienta tion sess ion, headed out to see  Gagron Fort. Loca l his torian and write r Mr. La lit 
Sharma  was  our knowledgeable  guide , informing us  about the  incredible  hilltop s tronghold we  were  
meandering through. Tha t evening, we  vis ited a  loca l Sufi Dargah to hea r qawwali and inte ract the  
people  we  met the re . 

Su n d a y 23rd  J u ly       Firs t  d a y in  J h a la w a r 

The  number of animals  we  encounte red in 
Jha lawar was  ce rta inly higher than in De lhi. 
Cows  and wa te r buffa lo a sse rt the ir right of 
way on the  roads! 
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An integra l pa rt of the  fie ldwork experience  with Ritinja li was  voluntee ring in loca l schools . Our group 
was  divided in two and sent sepa ra te ly to SSS Khanpuria  and Pa llavan School, where  we  led cla sses  
with fun and educa tiona l inte ractive  games . This  formed one  pa rt of our programme in Jha lawar, the  
overa ll a im of which was  to unders tand the  culture  and socie ty tha t we  were  be ing hos ted in - through 
dia logue  with the  people  who lived the re . Hence , the  time  we  spent out of the  schools  was  used to mee t 
va rious  members  of the  community, and ta lk to them, with the  eventua l a im of producing a  report-cum- 
blog to record our thoughts  and findings . 

Mo n d a y 24 t h  J u ly     Firs t  d a y o f sc h o o l 

Afte r anothe r morning in the  schools , and mee ting more  loca l people  a fte rwards , we  spent our evening 
vis iting a  loca l mus ic school, Ra jky Sangee t Vidhya lay. In the  day, the  building functions  a s  a  normal 
s ta te  school, but in the  evenings , doors  a re  opened to a ll members  of the  community, to take  le ssons  
in both traditiona l and modern mus ic. The  school currently has  a round 90 s tudents  enrolled, ranging 
from small schoolchildren, to profess iona l dentis ts . We  were  given a  ta s te  of some  Ra jas thani mus ic 
and dancing, and were  invited to join in. 

Tu e sd a y 25t h  J u ly     Vis it  t o  m u sic  sc h o o l 
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Continuing with our project, we  spent the  morning mee ting people  in the  Munderi and Pa tpadia  villages , 
be ing we lcomed into the ir homes , and lis tening to them expla in the ir ways  of life , the ir live lihoods , and 
the ir hopes  and dreams  for the  future . In the  a fte rnoon, we  were  taken to Khadi Gram Udyog, a  cotton 
textile  hand-loom workshop, run by women. The  production of textile s  and fabrics  is  an important pa rt 
of the  loca l economy, and a fte r be ing shown a round the  workshop, some  of us  tried our hand a t 
weaving, while  othe rs  bought blanke ts  and pillowcases  to take  home  with them. 

We d n e sd a y 26 t h  J u ly     Vis it  t o  Kh a d i Gra m  Ud yo g  
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Thursday morning saw us  back to school. This  time , we  a ll went to SSS Dungargaon, anothe r s ta te  
school in the  a rea . Once  aga in, we  played some  educa tiona l games  with the  children, leaving enough 
time  a t the  end of the  cla ss  to play some  more  fun games  like  kabaddi, and exchange  some  dance  
routines ! 

Th u rsd a y 27t h  J u ly     SSS Du n g a rg a o n  sc h o o l  

Vis it  t o  Vive  Ka n a n d  O rg a n ic  Fa rm  
	
	
	

Late r tha t day, we  were  gues ts  a t the  Vive  Kanand Organic Fa rm, which a lso acts  a s  a  re sea rch centre . 
Once  the re , Dr. Madhusudan Acharya , a  representa tive  of an organisa tion of organic fa rmers , 
and Hukamchand Pa tida r, himse lf the  owner of the  fa rm, gave  us  a  ta lk on the  process  of organic 
fa rming, and the  vas t benefits  tha t can be  reaped from organic me thods . We  had a  ques tion and 
answer sess ion - in which we  were  assured tha t India 's  food demand could be  met comple te ly 
organica lly - and then given a  tour of the  fa rm. One  of our s tudents , Philip, liked it so much tha t he  
a sked to come  back and work on the  fa rm for a  while  a fte r the  programme ended. 

Eddie  teaching a  class  the  Macarena  
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No chance  to s leep in on Sa turday morning - we  were  off bright and ea rly to Kolvi Caves , a  2500 yea r 
old Buddhis t monas tic complex ca rved into the  s ide  of a  hilltop. As  we  explored the  caves , we  were  
offe red some  s tunning views  of the  Ra jas than landscape . In the  evening, s tudents  continued to work on 
the ir projects , in groups  of four or five . 

Sa t u rd a y 29 t h  J u ly     Vis it  t o  Ko lvi Ca ve s  

Afte r a  tiring week of voluntee ring, inte racting, and s imply soaking up life  in Jha lawar, s tudents  gave  
presenta tions  of the ir blogs . In this  way, we  consolida ted a ll of the  experiences  tha t we  had had 
throughout the  fie ldwork experience  - the  s ights  we  had seen, the  food we  had ea ten, and mos t 
importantly the  conversa tions  we  had. Some of the  blogs  tha t were  produced can be  found be low: 
	
	
	

https ://is s jha lawar.wordpress .com/2017/07/30/occupa tions-and-live lihoods / 
https ://shanti-jha lawar.blogspot.in/ 
https ://a julyinjha lawar.wordpress .com/ 
https ://cojha lawar.wordpress .com/ 

Su n d a y 30 t h  J u ly     La st  d a y a n d  fin a l p re se n t a t io n s  
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We had a  fa rewell lunch, thanked the  s ta ff for our exce llent accommoda tion and de licious  food, and se t 
off on our journey to Ja ipur. Some  e leven hours  la te r, we  a rrived blea ry-eyed and ready for a  good 
night's  s leep. 

Mo n d a y 31st  J u ly     De p a rt u re  fro m  J h a la w a r t o  J a ip u r 

On our firs t day in Ja ipur, we  vis ited Janta r Manta r a s tronomica l obse rva tory (where  we  saw the  world's  
la rges t s tone  sundia l), the  City Pa lace  - including the  as tounding a rmoury - be fore  finishing off with some  
shopping in the  city's  sprawling marke ts . 

Tu e sd a y 1s t  Au g u st     Firs t  t o u r o f J a ip u r 
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Our second tour of Jaipur took us  to the  incredible  Amber Fort and Pa lace . A bit of free  time  in the  
a fte rnoon was  spent by some  s tudents  doing a  bit of exploring on the ir own, and othe rs  doing more  
shopping! In the  evening, we  went to Chokhi Dhani - an exhibition of Ra jas thani culture  in the  form of a  
theme  pa rk, with live  pe rformances  of mus ic and dance , camel and e lephant rides , and a  de licious  
traditiona l mea l. 

We d n e sd a y 2n d  Au g u st     Se c o n d  t o u r o f J a ip u r 
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Th u rsd a y 3rd  Au g u st     Re t u rn  t o  De lh i a n d  fin a l fa re w e ll 

We  re turned to De lhi, and with many tea rs , hugs , and hea rtfe lt words , we  sa id goodbye  to one  anothe r. 
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S T U D E N T   E X P  E R I E N C E S 

I learned an incredible  amount about India  through the  
inte rdisciplinary lectures . Each one  further complica ted my 
unders tanding of the  diverse  country and culture , and appropria te ly 
le ft me  with as  many ques tions  as  answers . The  fie ldwork te rm in 
Jha lawar was  a  unique  opportunity to speak to loca l people  about 
the ir own lives  and experiences , which is  not something I could have  
done  on my own as  a  non-Hindi speaker. 
	
	

The  fie ldwork brought life  and re levance  to what I had lea rned in the  
class room. To me, however, the  bes t part of the  program was  be ing 
able  to connect with and lea rn from the  other inte rna tiona l s tudents . 
It was  not jus t an opportunity to lea rn about India , but about 20 
diffe rent na tions  and cultures . I did not anticipa te  how tight-knit our 
group would become before  the  s ta rt of the  program, and 
experiencing India  a longs ide  such amazing and diverse  people  
made  the  whole  trip a  truly memorable  one . 

Trin it y Mo rt o n        USA - Un ive rs it y o f Ca lifo rn ia , Be rk e le y 

Being a  “people -person,” re fe rring to my love  for the  characte rs  of 
the  world, I could not escape  the  inevitable  in a llowing a  la rger role  
than average  for my experience  to be  de te rmined by the  people  
enrolled in the  program a long with me. Tha t sa id, India  itse lf is  so 
overwhelming in every aspect, such tha t driving from one  
ne ighborhood to the  next is  an experience  in it’s  own. 
ISS and India  has  given me  so many surprises , not jus t exte rna lly 
but inte rna lly as  well. India  has  taken my brea th away so many 
times  and it was  such a  bless ing to be  part of this  program, where  I 
was  taken to so many world organiza tions  and touris t des tina tions . 
A perfect mix of fun and bus iness . Therefore  I would describe  my 
experience  with ISS New Delhi to be  incredible  and epis tica lly 
transformative . 

Em m a n u e lle  J . Aru t a      
  

USA - Un ive rs it y o f Ca lifo rn ia , Rive rs id e  

The  Inte rna tiona l Summer School has, over the years, had a very special relationship with 
the University of California whereby students from across the various UC campuses attend 
the programme as part of a system-wide collaboration which also facilitates the transfer of 
credits.  We would like  to extend specia l thanks  to the  Regiona l Director, Dr. Mary 
McMahon, Ms . Amy Frohlich, Inte rna tiona l Program Specia lis t, Ms. Ciara Ristig, Program 
Advisor and others at UCEAP who make this all possible. 
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Before  coming to India , I knew nothing of its  his tory, politics , or 
culture . My plan was  to have  an open mind and no expecta tions . I 
tried to live  as  I would in my own country by keeping up with martia l 
a rts  practice  and swimming. The  hea t and busy schedule  had tired 
me. However, I came out fee ling like  I now have  a  s trong base  
knowledge  of India . Now I can dig deeper. 
	
	

In Jha lawar, we  vis ited an organic fa rm which is  opera ted by a  
yogi. I have  decided to re turn there . I am on the  tra in back there  
now. I hope  to lea rn about traditiona l fa rming techniques , traditiona l 
medicine , and perhaps  how it a ll re la tes  to his  yogic philosophy. 
Grea t experience  and grea t experiences  to come. 

P h ilip  Yu ji Bra z in a      USA/Japan - Un ive rs it y o f Ca lifo rn ia , Be rk e le y 

India  has  blessed me  in every sense  of the  word. This  trip has  
changed the  way I look a t the  world, a t people , and even a t myse lf.  I 
have  been inte llectua lly s timula ted, cultura lly enriched, and socia lly 
emerged. 
	
	

Every inte raction I had--whether it was  with a  loca l, a  Ra jas thani, or a  
school child, impacted me  in more  ways  than I could have  ever 
imagined. Sharing this  experience  with individua ls  from a ll over the  
world was  even more  inspiring. I mean, in order to want to s tudy and 
live  in India  for a  summer, you must be  pre tty cool right?  

Ka rin a  Ca lle ja s    USA/Nic a ra g u a  - Un ive rs it y o f Ca lifo rn ia , Irvin e  

In the  time  spent s tudying in India , I lea rn many things , 
academica lly it was  cha llenging but enlightening. I will a lways  
remember the  firs t class  we  had about politics . I fe lt los t for a  bit, 
until I rea lized tha t through the  experiences  of Sudhanva  
Deshpande  a  filmmaker, one  can lea rn more  about the  Indian 
communities  and the ir s truggles  tha t s imply reading books . All is  
re flected in thea tre , politics , re ligion, socie ty, e tc. This  taught me  to 
look in the  embedded message  of a ll things  presented to us , no 
matte r the  se tting. 

Furthermore  and one  of the  most important discoveries  in my 
summer adventure , was  the  s implicity and humility of a  people  
living in one  of the  most complex socie ty I ever experience , the  
Indian socie ty. 
	
	

In the  Indigo Houses  in Jhawalar, the  owner told us  tha t "the  
house  teach humility by having to bend-down every time  the  low 
arch of the  entrance  is  crossed." Furthermore , the  ability to se rve  
and take  respons ibility  of the  people , taking care  of the ir da ily 
tasks  without overthinking or fee lings  of unfa irness , made  me  
rea lize  the  kind of socie ty I want to live  in. 
	
	

In addition, I will a lways  remember the  inte rna tiona l community 
tha t took part of the  program, the  divers ity of backgrounds  and 
ideologies  made  of the  ISS, the  bes t academic experience  I had 
until now. I enjoyed the  company and friendship of people  from 20 
diffe rent countries ! 
	

	
	

Thank you ISS, New Delhi! 

Lid ia  J a u re g u i d e  Sa n d o va l  

       

USA/Me xic o  - Un ive rs it y o f Ca lifo rn ia , Be rk e le y 
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My s tudent experience  here  in India  is  characte rized by three  diffe rent 
aspects  of the  trip: the  academic portion, the  inte raction with loca ls , 
and the  sharing of these  experiences  with my fe llow s tudents . 
	
	

The  academic portion a llowed me  to unders tand the  politica l, re ligious , 
cultura l, socia l and economic workings  behind this  complex country. 
While  no s ingle  discipline  can fully expla in the  depth of what is  
happening in India , a  varie ty of lectures  exploring these  perspectives  
gave  me  a  more  holis tic and more  comple te  unders tanding of the  
nuanced issues  in an old country transforming in the  mids t of 
modernity. 
	
	

Appropria te ly following the  academic portion, were  the  inte ractions  with 
the  loca ls  of Jha lawar which gave  me  ins ight tha t cannot be  lea rned in 
a  class room. I was  equipped with very important knowledge  about 
India  from the  lectures ; this  a llowed me  to ge t a  be tte r grasp of what I 
was  searching for during inte ractions  with loca ls . Working with s tudents  
from priva te  and public schools , inte rviewing loca l families , exploring 
what fa rmers  did and what they s truggled...it was  a  moving and 
magica l way to ge t to know India . 
	
	

Lastly, I cannot forge t the  s trong bonds  I made  with the  people  tha t 
s tudied and explored a longs ide  me. It was  important to see  India  not 
only from my lens , but from the  lens  of others  from diffe rent countries  
and backgrounds . It was  truly emotiona l and fulfilling. 

St e ve n  Moctezuma      USA - Un ive rs it y o f Ca lifo rn ia , Be rk e le y 

For years  I dreamed of coming to India . As  someone  of Indian 
ances try, I have  been comple te ly disconnected from tha t s ide  of my 
heritage . Growing up in a  Nicaraguan household, I cons tantly 
re jected my Indian roots . Ente ring college  provided me  opportunities  
tha t I wouldn't otherwise  have  access  to due  to living be low the  U.S. 
Federa l Poverty Line . 
	
	

I am thankful to the  universe  and my family's  res ilience  for bringing 
to college  where  I got this  opportunity. Despite  having trave le r's  
dia rrhea  aka  "Delhi be lly," I ga ined so much more  than wisdom and 
weight. All the  amazing people  I met have  a  specia l place  in my 
heart. I thank ISS s ta ff, inte rns , and s tudents  for the ir bless ing 
cultura l exchange . 

J id d o u  Krish n a m u rt i Sirke r  USA/Nic a ra g u a  -Un ive rs it y o f Ca lifo rn ia , Sa n  Die g o  
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Ch o u  Ea n g  Kim     Ca m b o d ia  - P a ñ ñ ā sā s t ra  Un ive rs it y o f Ca m b o d ia  

Usw a t u n isa  In d o n e s ia  - Is la m ic  St a t e  Un ive rs it y Ba n t e n  

The  Minis try of External Affairs  (MEA) -- through the  efforts of the ASEAN-ML Divis ion in New 
Delhi and the  Indian Miss ion to the  ASEAN -- continues to provide  the  India-AS EAN Goodwill 
S cholarships  to ten outs tanding young s tudents  from across  the  ASEAN na tions  to enable  the ir 
participa tion in the  ISS. 
	
	

The  Scholarships  were  coordina ted by the  ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta  with approval from 
and the  esteemed guidance  of the  Senior Officia ls  Meeting on Youth (SOMY). 
 
Special thanks must go to the then Secretary (East) in the MEA, Ambassador Anil Wadhwa whose 
initial support was crucial establishing these scholarships; Ambassador Preeti Saran, Secretary 
(East), who continues to support the programme and has even taken time out in the past to meet 
with ISS students; Ambassador Suresh K. Reddy at the Indian Mission to the ASEAN; Ambassador 
Pooja Kapur, the then JS (ASEAN ML) who was instrumental in institutionalizing the 
Scholarships; Mr. Anurag Bhushan, JS (ASEAN ML); Col. Sandeep Puri, Director (ASEAN ML), 
who met with the students this year; and Mr. RS Bagga at the ASEAN ML Division in New Delhi 
as well as Mr. DK Srivastava & Mr. Rakesh Upadhyay at the Indian Mission to the ASEAN in 
Jakarta who coordinated the process with the ASEAN Secretariat and various Indian Missions. 
	

	
	

The  ten s tudents  be low were  the  recipients  of these  Schola rships  in 2017. 

When I got the  subject of His tory from lecture rs  a t JNU then vis ited each 
shrine  in India , I like  to be  irrevocably immersed to the  medieva l century 
of Hindu Empires  and trace  it as  if it is  s till engraved deeply in the ir 
inscriptions . India  has  become one  of the  his torica l entities  of the  
universe , where  every inscription is  like  living s tone  which has  been 
brought down to the  earth from the  heaven. The  Culture  seems  to be  
conjuga ted with the  his torica l identity. 
	
	

Oh, yea , don't ask me  about the  food, I jus t want to say, it took much 
time  to unders tand what 'the  masa la ' is  and become such a  complica ted 
thing when you found masa la  in your burger and your favorite  chips! 

It's  been such a  grea t experience  to join this  program! This  is  my firs t 
time  in India , I rea lly enjoyed it here  especia lly the  people , the  food, and 
the  landscape  in Jha lawar. S tudying a t JNU gave  me  be tte r 
unders tanding about India  socie ty, traditiona l practices , and ways  of life . 
I rea lly want to have  s tree t Roti aga in if I have  chance  to come back 
here . Luckily, I never have  Delhi Be lly or Ra jas than Belly. 

P a vin a  O u a n syso m p h o u   La o  P DR - Na t io n a l Un ive rs it y o f La o s   

I would like  to say tha t this  is  my grea tes t experience  tha t I have  had. 
Before  I came here  many of my friends  sa id and asked me  “why do you 
choose  to go India?” In my mind a t tha t time  I thought tha t it's  inte res ting 
and I like  adventure . But what I have  ga ined from here  it more  than my 
expecta tion. I have  lea rnt more  on a  word "life". There  were  many good 
fee lings  tha t came through my mind during my s tay here  and it has  
changed some of my a ttitudes . All of my big smiles  tha t happened here  
a re  from my heart and it shows  how I am happy to be  with a ll of my 
friends  coming from diffe rent part of our world. Thank you 
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Gio va n o  So n d a kh     In d o n e s ia  - Un ive rs it a s  P a t t im u ra   

Be ing a  part of ISS 2017 family is  such a  bless ing tha t I a lways  be  
thankful for. It enables  me  to know ta lented youths  from more  than 20 
diffe rent countries  and gives  me  opportunity to exchange  thoughts  and 
experiences  about India  and a lso my own country a long toge ther with 
them. During the  four weeks  of lectures  and tours  in Delhi, I have  got a  
lot of va luable  knowledge  about Indian politics , his tory, economic and 
culture . By tha t I could know how India  possesses  grea t opportunity for 
advancement and I'm gra te ful to be  able  to witness  this  very moment. 
	
	

Moreover, the  fie ldwork in Rajahs tan was  a lso an amazing experience  
tha t I a lways  cherish for many years  to come. All the  landscape , 
buildings , animals , food, people , outfits , and lifes tyles ; it a ll leaves  a  
mora l va lue  tha t truly ass is t me  to grow up as  a  person. Despite  of a ll the  
apprehens ive  conditions  witnessed in Jha lawar in te rms  of educa tion, 
environment and socia l communal life , I can s till fee l warmth and happy 
jus t by see ing its  colorful faces . The  children innocence  and spirit, to live  
the ir life  to the ir fulles t comple te ly broaden my horizon and taught me  to 
a lways  be  gra te ful for what I have . ISS is  definite ly an eye- and-heart-
opening journey for me . 

  

Mish a  Ha lili Bo rb o n     P h ilip p in e s  - Un ive rs it y o f P h ilip p in e s  Dilim a n   

The  ISS program in its  entire ty has  been a  perfect venue  of inte raction 
and exchange . As  a  s tudent of His tory and Asian Studies , I came to 
India  wanting to see  how the  things  I’ve  lea rned about India  in school 
measured up to the  country’s  rea lities . I a rrived to New Delhi with the  
agenda  of finding connections  be tween Southeas t As ian traditions  and 
the ir roots  in Indic civiliza tion. Tha t agenda  has  been fulfilled tenfold. 
	
	

I walk away fee ling privileged to know India  not only through the  nuanced 
and in-depth lectures  given by some of the  country’s  top academics , but 
a lso through the  shared experiences  outs ide  of the  class room with the  
30 or so other young people  tha t I was  with on this  trip. I’m especia lly 
proud to touch base  with the  incredible  young s tudents  from Southeas t 
As ia  and South Asia , who through the ir engagement and dia logue  have  
enriched my experience . I think, beyond the  nexus  of the  pas t and the  
present, the  most important connections  a re  they ones  we  build for the  
future . 
	
	

I fly home from New Delhi with a  sense  of accomplishment from the  
intense  four-week academic course , with spectacula r pictures  of the  Ta j 
Mahal and the  Amber Fort, and with s tories  from Jha lawar juxtaposed 
with s tories  from Nicaragua , from Dhaka , from Assam, Delhi, and 
Kerra la , from Rivers ide , Ca lifornia , from Mexico, from Oxford, England, 
from Thimpu, from Siem Reap, Cambodia , from Indones ia , Hong Kong, 
and Singapore , and from Laos . The  friendships  nurtured by the  ISS 
program speak highly of an overa ll pos itive  experience . May the  things  
we’ve  lea rned this  summer light the  pa ths  we  take  in life , and, who 
knows, perchance  one  day our roads  may cross  aga in. 

Be ing one  of the  participants  for Inte rna tiona l Summer School 2017 is  
one  of the  bes t experiences , tha t I will cherish forever. 

Ca n d ra  An d ika   In d o n e s ia  - Un ive rs it y o f In d o n e s ia  
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Iq b a l Ma u la n a   
    

In d o n e s ia  - Un ive rs it y O f Ma t a ra m   

Afte r spending a lmost 6 weeks  in India , I found a  new love  for a  diffe rent 
s ide  of India  from the  former ideas  we  had, only have  been exposed to 
the  Emerging of Indian economy. Now we  have  comprehens ive  picture  
of Indian his tory, sociology and politic. We have  been fortuna te  enough to 
have  a  very intimate  inte raction with the  communities  throughout 
Rajas than, be ing welcomed into loca l homes , temples  and schools . 
There  a re  a  lot of diffe rences  on India  perspective  tha t I got from this  
program. 

My firs t vis it to India  las t year was  amazing but ISS 2017 brought me  to 
a  s tunning knowledge  about India . S ince  the  firs t day of lecture  I was  
amazed by the  fact about the  divers ity in culture , language  and socie ty 
in India . It becomes  coole r when I lea rned my favorite  subject which is  
economy. There  is  one  thought on my mind “what a  grea t na tion”. This  
country is  experiencing a  lot of problem in socia l discrimina tion, cas te  
problem and re ligious  sens itivity. But surpris ingly the ir economy s till 
growing very well, a  very s table  politic running and s till solving the  
problem one  by one . 
	
	

Apart from it, I got the  most va luable  gifts  which friends  from 20 
countries  in the  world. It can’t be  pa id by anything. S ix weeks  a re  not a  
short time  to spend with them. They a re  full of joy, kindness , smart, fun, 
a ll of them. Now I have  family a ll a round the  world. 

Th ip p h a va n  Th o n g p h a c h a n h        La o  P DR - Na t io n a l Un ive rs it y o f La o s   

Before  I came to India  I did don't know everything about India  (I jus t 
knew only the  Ta j Mahal and the  Buddha  was  born here). So, for the  
lecture  class  in JNU I love  lea rning about Indian his tory. It was  rea lly 
inte res ting to be  s tudying and s taying in Delhi, which has  its  own 
amazing his tory. So wonderful! For food I like  "chicken curry" and 
"paneer" a  lot. 

When I was  in Rajas than, doing the  fie ld work in Jha lawar, I had a  grea t 
time  with the  children a t government school and Pa lavan school. I was  
so happy with them, and they wanted to know about my country: the  
bes t place  to s tay, what kind of the  animals  there  a re  in Laos  and things  
like  tha t. Unfortuna te ly when I le ft I never got to say goodbye  and have  a 
big hug toge ther with the  s tudents . I'm gonna  miss  them so much! 
When we  met Indian families , they welcomed me, smiling and then gave  
me  some food to ea t, showed me  how to cook "Davaty", and made  me  
some handna . I will a lways  remember Tina , who showed me  these  
things . 
	
	

Everything here  make  me  fa ll in love  India  especia lly because  it was  the  
place  where  I made  the  bes t friendships . I have  s is te rs  and brothers  
from diffe rent countries , some tha t before  I didn't know a t a ll. We were  
s tudying, ea ting, s leepy and hanging out a ll the  time . Six weeks  in India  
is  a  long time , but for me  it fe lt so short! 
	
	

Thank you so much. Hopefully I will come to India  aga in someday. Love  
you guys  and see  you when I see  you! 
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Na t e  Wo n g   
    

Sin g a p o re  - Sin g a p o re  Ma n a g e m e n t  Un ive rs it y  

India  has  a lways  been a  place  of intrigue  to me  – and hence , when news  
of be ing able  to vis it and lea rn more  about this  vas t country presented 
itse lf, I jumped a t the  opportunity – and I dare  say it has  been a  most 
fulfilling and exciting one . Lecture rs  from a  spectrum of backgrounds  
were  brought toge ther to teach us  on the  various  aspects  of India . 

Bes ides  lea rning about the  diverse  traditions  and heritage  of my hos t 
country was  the  grea t privilege  of be ing able  to meet like-minded friends  
from a ll over the  world – which I be lieve  is  the  s ingle  most important 
takeaway from this  programme. Indeed, the  most las ting of friendships  
a re  forged in the  unlike lies t of places  – and I am blessed to have  found 
many here . 

Mu h a m m a d  Ha fiz  Ali Um a r  
   

Indonesia  -  St a t e  Is la m ic  Un ive rs it y Ra d e n  Fa t a h  

It was  a  grea t honour for me  to be  a  part of this  program. ISS has  
brought a  new prespective , particula ry on India  and the  world as  well. 
The  lectures  impressed me, how India  with it divers ity can be  united in a  
one  na tion, I would say tha t India  is  rea lly Incredible . 

Furthermore , the  fie ld work was  absolute ly exciting, I was  rea lly enjoying 
every s ingle  moment Rajas than. Thanks  so much for ISS, it will be  one  
of the  unforge ttable  moments  in my life ! 

Ka n a ko  No t o   

  

J a p a n  - Un ive rs it y o f To k yo   

I was  happy with many aspects  of this  program, but it was  definite ly the  friends  
I met here  tha t made  my experience  so specia l. It was  very cool to lea rn with, 
teach with, s leep with, and ea t with people  from counties  I'd never seen anyone  
from before . 

It was  a  pleasant suprise  to see  how much we  share  in common as  young and 
inte rna tiona l-minded s tudents . I a lso loved how everyone  was  willing to lea rn 
about each other's  country and enjoy the  diffe reces . It gave  me  a  little  more  
hope  for the  future  to know there  a re  so many pos itive , inte lligent and 
aspira tiona l people  a ll over the  world in our genera tion! And of course  India  is  
so rich in culture  and his tory with amazing cuis ine , you don't want to miss  this  
opportunity! 

The  Inte rna tiona l Summer School has  a  long and continued re la tionship with the  Univers ity 
of Tokyo , and gives  specia l thanks  to Mr. Hiros hi Yos hino, Director, The  Univers ity of Tokyo 
(India  Office) for being among the first to support the programme. 
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P e m a  Gye lt sh e n   

  

Bhutan -  Ro ya l Un ive rs it y o f Bh u t a n  

As  I was  one  of the  participants  in ISS 2017, it was  a  grea t opportunity 
for me  to introduce  my small country to the  outs ide  world. Though my 
country is  very small  by geographica l pos ition and by its  popula tions , 
however, to the  outs ide  world my country is  known as  the  peaceful 
country (Paradise ) and people  as  the  peace  loving in the  world. Over 
many other programmes  in ISS, I think this  was  very important for me  
because  I could share  some of my country’s  view and its  importance  to 
the  outs ide  world. Although Bhutan is  very small country in the  world, it 
has  rich divers ity in its  culture  and tradition. During my presenta tion, I 
tried to make  my friends  active  and a le rt by performing my traditiona l 
songs  and dances . 
 
It was  an enthra lling moment for my friends  and a lso to me. It was  not 
only my presenta tion but a lso people  from diffe rent countries  across  the  
globe  presented the ir countries . Every country has  its  unique  culture  and 
tradition tha t contributes  beauty and unique  identity to each individua ls . 
From this  presenta tion I can conclude  tha t, it is  very important for each 
individua l in the  world to preserve  and promote  the  beautiful culture  and 
tradition tha t exis t in diffe rent parts  of the  world today. 

TASHI DELEK! 

Specia l thanks  a lso go to Dasho Nidup Dorji, Vice  Chance llor of the  Royal Univers ity of 
Bhutan, a s  the  Inte rna tiona l Summer School continues  to take  on these  Bhutanese  s tudents , 
and fos te r goodwill be tween India  and Bhutan. 

Kin le y Ch o d e n   

My s ix weeks  experience  in India  has  been nothing but grea t. The  four 
weeks  lecture  he lped me  unders tand enhance  my knowledge  of India . 
The  weekend’s  trip to some of the  most his torica l s ites  holds  a  specia l 
place  in my heart. Two weeks  fie ld experience  in Jha lawar he lped me  
connect with the  loca l people  and it has  he lped me  grow as  a  person. 
Before  I even noticed it was  time  to say good bye  to some rea lly 
amazing people  I have  ever known. This  trip has  he lped me  find friends  
with whom I want to be  friends  forever. Thank you ISS 2017! 

The  India-Bhutan Foundation – es tablished by the  Indian Embassy in Thimphu and the  
Royal Bhutanese  Embassy in New Delhi – has , s ince  2013, been supporting the  participa tion 
of two s tudents  from the  Royal Univers ity of Bhutan a t the  ISS.  Gratitude is owed to 
Ambassador Jaideep Sarkar for consenting to continue this support in 2017.  In previous years, 
such support was initiated by Ambassador VP Haran and then institutionalized under Ambassador 
Gautam Bambawale during their respective terms as the Ambassador of India in Thimphu.  Maj. 
Gen. V. Namgyel, Ambassador of Bhutan to India, has also, in his capacity as Co-Chair of the 
IBF, been supportive of these efforts throughout the five years.  Mrs. Neetu M. Bhagotia has been 
there throughout in a key coordinating role in her capacity as Secretary of IBF over the past few 
years. 
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Lu ka s  Be c ke rh in n   

     

Au st ria  - O rie l Co lle g e , O xfo rd  

My experience  as  a  s tudent a t ISS has  been a  rea lly grea t one  and I 
would encourage  anyone  cons idering it to take  part. I particula rly 
enjoyed the  fie ldwork component of the  program, as  it a llowed me  to 
deepen the  unders tanding acquired in the  academic part through 
genuine  and fascina ting inte ractions . I am happy to say tha t I fee l like  
the  program has  a llowed me  to deve lop rea l ins ights  into India  as  a  
country, even if one  of those  ins ights  was  tha t you cannot poss ibly 
unders tand a  place  like  this  in two months , maybe  ever. 

However, ISS is  probably the  closes t you can ge t and the  fact tha t I did 
my learning a longs ide  other curious  s tudents  from a ll over the  world 
definite ly made  the  whole  experience  much more  enjoyable . Now tha t 
the  program has  come to an end, it is  hard to say goodbye  but I can 
take  solace  in the  fact tha t I will a lways  have  many amazing memories  
to look back on. 

Specia l thanks  to Ms. Rache l Ruscombe-King and Ms. Sue  Hansford a t the  Univers ity of 
Oxford Careers  Service , through which Oxford s tudents  ga in a combined study abroad & 
inte rnship exper ience  with the  Inte rna tiona l Summer School each year. 

Ma rie  Du c ro ize t -Bo it a u d   France -  S o m e r v i l l e  Co lle g e , O xfo rd  

I’ve  had an amazingly enriching experience  a t ISS for the  pas t 6 
weeks . I found myse lf lea rning a lmost as  much about India  as  I was  
lea rning about Bangladesh, Cambodia , Mexico amongs t many other 
na tions  represented by the  s tudents  here . Inte racting with people  
from a ll over the  world a lso he lped cons ider diffe rent points  of view 
as  I lea rned about another culture , and I’m incredibly gra te ful for this  
opportunity. 

If I could take  home one  thing from the  programme, it would be  how 
va luable  persona l inte ractions  a re  to unders tand a  place . I enjoyed 
the  firs t four weeks  of lectures , which covered a  wide  varie ty of 
topics . These  were  often presented from a  diffe rent perspective  from 
what I was  used to, coming from a  Weste rn country, which was  eye- 
opening. These  lectures  gave  me  the  information necessary to fully 
apprecia te  the  weeks  of fie ldwork. But I found those  las t two weeks  
the  most enriching of the  programme, because  as  we  vis ited people ’s  
homes , schools , and work places , we  got to know what life  in India  
(or a t leas t in the  Jha lawar region) was  like , in a  way no textbook 
could teach. I don’t cla im I now know India , but I can say tha t with 
every cha t a round a  cup of cha i I’ve  had in a  loca l’s  home, I’ve  
discovered new aspects  of it. I lea rned tha t there ’s  so much to lea rn 
from the  people  a round you. 
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Aid a n  Ba lfe   
     

Un it e d  Kin g d o m  - Ba llio l Co lle g e , O xfo rd  

My two months  here  in India  with the  Inte rna tiona l Summer School 
have  been some of the  most enlivening, enlightening, and quite  s imply 
incredible  months  of my life . A four week academic programme tha t has  
India  as  its  topic is  a lways  only going to be  a  glimpse  into the  na ture  of 
such a  rich and varied na tion. But none the less  it was  engaging and 
incredibly informative , managing to approach something tha t fe lt both 
well-rounded and in-depth. 

To be  lea rning about these  things , whils t immersed in the  heart of the  
country itse lf, was  amazing. I'd perhaps  go as  fa r to say tha t I lea rnt 
more  out of the  lecture  ha ll than I did in it. The  s ights , sounds , smells , 
tas tes , were  somewhat overwhelming a t firs t, but looking back, I've  
had a  wonderful opportunity to drown myse lf in one  of the  most 
fascina ting and diverse  cultures  anywhere  on earth. 
	
	

Fina lly, it would a ll have  been nothing without the  people  who make  
ISS. I've  met some of the  most inspiring people  on this  trip, who have  
taught me  an incredible  amount - about themselves , and about myse lf. 
I hope  some of them will be  friends  for life , and I thank everyone  for 
making this  such an amazing trip. 

The  Univers ity of Adelaide  continues  to associate each year with the  Inte rna tiona l 
Summer School, and we  give  specia l thanks  to Prof. Purnendra  Ja in of the  Department 
of Asian Studies . 

Ga b rie lle  J e ffs   
     

Au st ra lia  - Un ive rs it y o f Ad e la id e  

From the  outse t, I was  impressed by the  ISS New Delhi program! 
Beginning with the  profess iona lism and organisa tion of the  
adminis tra tion s ta ff during my prepara tion to leave  Austra lia , I had 
confidence  in the  immers ive  experience  ahead of me  in India . Arriving 
into the  hot and humid climate  of Delhi a t Indira  Gandhi Inte rna tiona l 
Airport, the  following taxi journey weaving and dodging sys tematica lly 
through chaotic tra ffic and pass ing roads ide  s ta lls  was  an 
overwhelming firs t experience . I was  eager to ge t to know my 
roommate  and the  other like-minded s tudents  who have  ha iled from 
various  corners  of the  globe  for the  same opportunity to extend our 
knowledge  and intrigue  of India . 

From an in-country perspective  through immers ing ourse lves  both 
academica lly in the  lecture  thea tre  and cultura lly during s tructured 
tours  of Delhi and Agra  and a fte rnoons  spent exploring loca l marke ts  
and cuis ines , we  experienced a  grea t tas te  of the  divers ity tha t is  India . 
I was  a lso proud to be  a fforded the  opportunity to represent and share  
my own cultura l identity and lea rn about traditions , dances  and other 
cultura l aspects  of my fe llow s tudents ’ home countries  during the  
5wara j program and in our free  time . I am confident tha t a ll participants  
of this  programme have  experienced persona l growth, and come away 
equipped with a  new perspective , grea te r cross-cultura l unders tanding 
and a  subs tantia l friendship base . 
	
	

Thank you, ISS, for supporting the  deve lopment of young people  and 
s trengthening a  coopera tive  re la tionship for a  like-minded ne twork to 
expand ideas  and vis ions  for sus ta inable  world re la tionships . 
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Niku n ja  Go sw a m i   

  

In d ia  - So u t h  Asia n  Un ive rs it y 

The  Inte rna tiona l Summer School 2017 was  my bes t lea rning 
experience . I have  lea rned immense ly. The  academic pla tform of four 
weeks  gave  me  ins ights  on various  aspects  of Indian politics , his tory, 
economy and socia l rea lities . Engaging with the  discuss ions  in the  
class  gave  me  a lte rna tive  bent to ponder upon certa in concepts  and 
rea lities . 

The  fie ldwork with Ritinja li opened up a  pandora  of praxis  for me . 
Working in groups  showed me  importance  of an individua l and team 
spirit. Overa ll, there  was  an inte r-cultura l dia logue . There  was  a  
cons tant outpouring of ideas . I connected myse lf richly with the  
discuss ion I have  had with the  brilliant minds  from twenty diffe rent 
countries . It was  an immense  pleasure  for me  be ing a  part of a  group 
which ca te red people  from diffe rent corners  of the  world. 
Truly this  summer school was  an exce llent engagement for me . 

Na m kh a  Tse rin g   

  

In d ia /Tib e t  - J a w a h a rla l Ne h ru  Un ive rs it y 

ISS had been a  grea t lea rning experience  for me  in the  sense  tha t it 
has  been a  grea t pla tform for me  to observe  how people  from various  
countries  participa ting in the  program project or represent the ir 
country, an a rea  of my research inte res t, especia lly those  of lecture rs  
in the  class . 

Apart from this , the  program introduced me  to a  lot of diffe rent topics  
tha t I was  not familia r with and is  inte res ting. Overa ll, it has  been a  
grea t lea rning experience  from the  lectures  and off the  lectures  and 
would like  to express  my gra titude  to the  organizer for the  opportunity, 
and other participants  for a  grea t month. 
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Fa t im a  Tu j J o h o ra  Na z ia   Ba n g la d e sh  - Asia n  Un ive rs it y fo r Wo m e n  

As  a  citizen of one  of the  ne ighboring countries  of India , Bangladesh, I 
was  a lways  curious  to lea rn more  about this  incredibly diverse  country. 
Fortuna te ly, I got the  chance  to lea rn about its  dis tinctly enriched 
culture , community, his tory, heritage , economy and deve lopment very 
diligently as  a  participant of Inte rna tiona l Summer School New Delhi. 
My journey a t ISS was  more  like  a  love ly dream tha t gave  me  the  
chance  to make  friends  from a ll over the  world and to lea rn about the ir 
cultures  as  well. With my fe llow ISS participants , I have  enjoyed 
a ttending the  lectures  of the  dis tinguished lecture rs  a t the  beautiful  
JNU campus , loved the  vis its  to diffe rent his torica l s ites  and re lished 
the  crazy shopping experiences  a t Sarojini Nagar Marke t and a t 
Ja ipur. Adding to tha t, I have  a lso loved tas ting the  traditiona l food 
items  of diffe rent s ta tes  of India . 

Apart from a ll of these , the  most inte res ting experience  for me  was  
be ing identified as  an Indian by the  loca l people . Wherever I have  
been, my command over Hindi has  a lways  confused the  loca l people  
about my na tiona lity. S ince  language  was  not a  barrie r for me  to 
communica te , inte racting with people , lea rning more  about the ir lives , 
culture , and food habits  was  very fascina ting for me  while  working as  a  
volunteer for Ritinja li. Hence , I have  loved inte racting with people  and 
have  enjoyed the ir cordia l hospita lity. 
	
	

While  a ttending ISS, every s ingle  day was  full of new experiences  for 
me  tha t have  given me  so much ins ight. The  offe red courses  were  
re la ted to my minor, Deve lopment Studies , and have  he lped me  to 
close ly lea rn about the  various  deve lopment initia tives  taken by India . 
These  have  he lped me  to acquire  expertise  to ana lyze  the  s itua tion of 
my country in te rms  of deve lopment. While  lea rning about a ll these  
things , I have  made  memories  for a  life time  to cherish. To sum up, I 
must say tha t India  is  truly incredible  and my journey was  amazing. I 
wish to vis it this  country aga in. 

The  High Commis s ion of India in Dhaka has been supporing the  participa tion of two 
s tudents  from the  Bangladesh a t the  ISS.  We thank them for the ir involvement with 
ISS – particularly Mr. Harsh V. Shringla, High Commissioner of India in Dhaka, for his 
consent in extending this support; Dr. Adarsh Swaika, the Dy. High Commissioner; and 
Mr. Jishnu P. Mukherjee, First Secretary (Education) who has been a key figure in 
coordinating the process. 
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Ma n su ra  Am d a d   
     

Ba n g la d e sh  - Un ive rs it y o f Dh a k a  

Preconceptions  about a  ce rta in place , people  or polity can be  
precarious . We spin a  fabric of rea lity based on our own surroundings , 
and often we  end up with a  cocoon tha t folds  our eyes . 

India , the  land of divers ity within divers ities , is  often seen as  the  
aspiring s ta te  on its  way to become a  rightful contender in the  globa l 
order by fulfilling its  pledge  to the  “trys t with des tiny,” as  Jawaharla l 
Nehru had e loquently expressed. But one  has  to bear in mind tha t 
such a  cons truction of the  superficia l leve l and the  inte rna l rea lities  of 
the  people  who make  up the  heart of India  may have  the ir diffe rences . 
	
	

What the  Inte rna tiona l Summer School, New Delhi has  taught me  is  to 
keep an open mind for these  seemingly contradictory rea lities , and to 
ge t out of the  cocoon of my own cons truction. I am gra te ful to this  
experience  in particula r for le tting me  know about India  not jus t with 
my own senses  but a lso with a  shared bonding with others , from India  
and beyond. It gives  me  immense  joy to think of my friends  from 
around the  world with whom I have  shared a  wonderful journey, and 
hopefully this  is  a  s ign of many more  good things  to come. 
	
	

To a ll my friends : till we  meet aga in,Shukriya! Thanks  for everything! 

Sh e ikh  Sa b rin a  Ah m e d   
     

Ba n g la d e sh  - Asia n  Un ive rs it y fo r Wo m e n  

I am Sabrina , from Bangladesh, and an ISS 2017 participant. As  a  
Bangladeshi, a ll my life  I have  been lea rning about Indian his tory as  we  
share  the  same his tory until 1947, when India  separa ted into two parts  
based on re ligion named India  and Pakis tan. Bangladesh was  with 
Pakis tan as  we  have  Muslim majority, and major number of Hindu 
people  le ft in India . Fina lly in 1971, Bangladesh achieved its  
independence  from Pakis tan, and here  we  a re , a  proud diffe rent 
na tion. 

Though I have  lea rned about his tory of India , its  kings , queens ,  
cas tles , monuments  made  in the ir periods , as  my own his tory, but I 
have  never seen any of those  as  a lmost a ll of them are  in India . 
Participa ting in ISS was  important to me  because  its  academic classes  
re freshed my mind about those  high school his tory from Indian's  point 
of view, and more  importantly I got to see  a ll the  his torica l places  
which was  an exciting part of ISS. Apart from Indian his tory, I have  
lea rned and experienced diverse  Indian cultures , cas tes , foods , 
dresses , dia lects , dwellings , and so on. 
	
	

Last but not the  leas t, s taying with ISS participants  from diffe rent 
countries  for s ix long weeks , and lea rning about there  cultura l 
experiences  has  made  my ISS experience  a  va luable  one . 
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Ed d ie  Wo n g   

     

Ho n g  Ko n g  - Un ive rs it y o f Ho n g  Ko n g  

Being a ttracted by her fascina ting culture , I was  here  in India  with ISS, 
having an amazing time . The  pas t s ix weeks , will undoubtedly be  one  
of my most unforge ttable  moment in life . 4 weeks  in JNU, having 
lectures  toge ther with those  brillant s tudents  and lecture rs , bring me  to 
the  door of India , the  country tha t is  unbe lievably rich in culture . 

The  4-week is  intense  but fruitful, offe ring me  a  new lens  to see , not 
only India , but a lso the  world, which is  a  lot more  than a  place  where  
you and me  a re  living. Another two weeks  in Jha lawa, provides  me  a  
shape ly diffe rent experience . Be ing in touch with loca ls  in this  small 
town, enables  me  to experience , the  divers ity and colours  of this  love ly 
country, in person. Thank you ISS for providing me  such an 
unexpectedly grea t time . 

Va su n d h a ra  De v P ra ka sh  Ka n o ria   

   

In d ia  - N irm a  Un ive rs it y 

While  applying for this  program I was  very apprehens ive  about the  
course  s tructure  and syllabus . Be ing a  law s tudent from India  I fe lt tha t 
s ince  this  course  is  ta rge ted a t Inte rna tiona l s tudents  it might present a  
very introductory picture  of India . But this  course  is  a  beautiful blend of 
both bas ic and nuanced unders tanding of India . 

What se ts  apart this  summer school for me  is  the  diffe rent perspectives  
tha t one  ge ts  on every issue  like  comparing cas te  and its  rea lities  in 
India  with racism in the  USA. In this  summer school I was  lucky 
enough to meet a  grea t bunch of people  who were  truly inte res ted in 
the  various  issues  of India . So I am very thankful to have  been given 
an opportunity to be  a  part of this  summer school. 

Ku d ra t  Wa d h w a   

     

In d ia  - Bro w n  Un ive rs it y, USA 

My favourite  part about this  program was  by fa r the  engaging lecture rs  who 
came from a  varie ty of backgrounds . We not only had extremely gifted 
professors  but a lso fantas tic filmmakers , thea tre  practitioners , a rchitects , 
a rtis ts  and so on. I loved how I was  able  to connect materia l tha t I was  
lea rning in class  with the  s ites  tha t we  vis ited. It was  mind- boggling to see  
how the  Qutub Minar is  formed of Ja in and Hindu temple  remnants  with only 
the  faces  of human and animal figures  scra tched off. I now a lso notice  the  
Pitcher Pitcher Coconut symbol a t a lmost a ll (Hindu Muslim, and Sikh!) 
re ligious  and his torica l s ites  I vis it. AMAZED!!! 
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